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COMPASS NEWS 
L I N C O L N  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

SUPERINTENDENT ’S  LETTER 

Greetings Lincoln County School District 
students, families and community members,

I am super excited to present another great edition of the LCSD Compass 
Newsletter! I hope you have noticed our weekly videos on our YouTube channel 
and our monthly informational podcasts. We are trying to communicate about the 
school district more often and in more ways to reach more people. Be looking for 
our Facebook Live events starting in January. 

This is our 100th year as a school district — our Centennial Year! What a great 
time to remember how many generations of Lincoln County families we have 
here and how each area has developed its own special flare and flavor. Please see 
your school’s Facebook page and website for details about what they are doing to 
celebrate our Centennial this year and try to participate in a time capsule event or 
an evening of history and storytelling. 

We have developed a great K-12 district wide comprehensive system of
educational excellence that is paying off for our kids. We appreciate your support,
love and care and together we hope to grow another 100 years of excellence in the 
Lincoln County School District! 
All the best, 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2022-23

https://lincoln.k12.or.us/centennial

Watch for upcoming Centennial events in your 
town and scan the QR code for more information!

Lincoln County School District 
Proclamation Declaring the Year 2023 as 

the 100th Year Celebration of the Creation 
of the Lincoln County School District

Whereas, The first school in Lincoln County was established in 
1866 in Eddyville and the first teacher was Elizabeth Ann 
Porter; and
Whereas, In 1923, more than 70 individual schools were 
consolidated into one Lincoln County School District; and
Whereas, The Lincoln County School District has provided 
outstanding educational opportunities to it’s students and 
support for its many and diverse families and communities for 
now 100 years; and
Whereas, We now take this opportunity to proclaim to all people 
2023 as the Centennial Year of the Lincoln County School 
District with pride and honor while at the same time honoring 
the land we now inhabit as belonging to the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the residents of 
Lincoln County, and most notably, the Children and 
Families of the Lincoln County School District:

• Honor the role of all Educators and Support Staff in the 
education of all of our students;

• Reaffirm the opportunity for students and adults in the 
county to learn about and commemorate the efforts of the 
Lincoln County School District in its 100th year of operation;

• Reaffirm our desire to continue to strengthen domocratic 
participation and to inspire future generations to cherish 
and preserve the historic precedent established;

• And, finally recognize the Lincoln County School District for 
its dedication and commitment to excellence in education 
for many, many years to come.

We declare 2023 the Year of the 
Centennial for the Lincoln County School 

District and Wish to Celebrate with 
Everyone Everywhere in Lincoln County 

Karen Gray, Superintendent 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Growing Foods, Growing Minds,
Feeding our Future ............................... P.2 LCSD Centennial Spotlight ................... P.3 
Eight Lincoln County School Varsity 
Teams Named Academic All-Stars........... P.2 Natural Resource Programs Thrive at 

Lincoln County Schools ........................ P.4 
Federal School Improvement 
Update.................................................. 

Toledo High School Launches Popular 
Cultural Foods Class............................. 

P.3 
P.3 

Faster Internet Oregon Hopes to 
Close Gaps in Broadband Connectivity 
in Lincoln County................................. P.4 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOLS Non-Profit Org.
PO BOX 1110 U.S. Postage
NEWPORT, OR 97365 PAID 

Newport, OR
97365 

PERMIT NO. 83 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOLS FALL 2022 - WINTER 2023 1 



   

 

  
 

     
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

GROWING FOODS, GROWING MINDS, FEEDING OUR FUTURE 
Susan Schuytema, LCSD Communications Specialist 

Schools in LCSD have gardens that not only provide nutritional fresh produce 
for school meals, but give students a deeper understanding of other academic 
disciplines and cultures. 

Sara Gibson is the school garden coordinator for the 
district and self-proclaimed “Vegetable Cheerleader.” 
Under her guidance, students participate in a hands-on,
non-traditional curriculum that covers everything from 
propagation of seedlings, how greenhouses operate,
climate issues and local food security. “The gardens are 
living classrooms that support social and emotional 
learning and allow students into the process of growing 
their own food,” Gibson said. 

Gibson has been using garden lessons to tie in with 
cultural events and awareness. To celebrate National 
Native American Heritage Month, students grew and 
processed Native American corn, which will be made into 
cornmeal to use for cornbread for student meals. She 
also plans to plant more native plants such as salal and 
huckleberry. 

In addition to outdoor gardens, most schools have 
a hydroponic tower where lettuce, spinach and fresh 
herbs grow and are picked and used daily in meals.
The hydroponic systems use the latest technology to 
grow nutritious food year round using 90% less water.
Growing vertically allows ten times more food to
be grown in a 3’x3’ footprint than in the same space 
outdoors. And greens and herbs grow 40-50% faster than 
the outdoor school garden. 

Kids harvest garden produce everyday and it can add 
up. Over 100 pounds were harvested from September 
through mid-November. Whatever produce the kids pick 
is integrated into school meals. At Newport Middle School 
recently, students could choose from a spicy corn salad 
with cilantro, a tossed spinach salad with pears, a fresh 
basil hummus or a cauliflower “potato” salad from the 

salad bar. There is also a “flavor station” where students 
can add condiments and sauces such as jalapeno ranch 
dressing. 

Parents are invited to participate in the school lunch 
program by joining the parent advisory committee to 
assist with menu planning. Parents can also be involved 
by volunteering in the school gardens. “School gardens 
can’t be successful without strong parental support,” said 
Gibson. For more information about the LCSD nutrition 
service program, go to lincoln.k12.or.us/resources/family
/menus or call 541-336-2156. This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

Hydroponic herb towers are in most LCSD schools 
and provide fresh herbs and lettuces year-round. 

Sara Gibson, LCSD garden coordinator, is one of
the partners leading an effort to bring more fresh 
fruits and vegetables to student meals. 

A beef and bean burrito bowl was a recent lunch 
offering at Newport Middle School. The bowl 
was topped with fresh cilantro picked from a 
hydroponic tower. 

EIGHT LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL VARSITY TEAMS NAMED ACADEMIC ALL-STARS 
Susan Schuytema, LCSD Communications Specialist 

Newport High School boys and girls cross country 
teams were two of eight LCSD teams to be named 
Academic All-Stars for the fall sports season.
Congratulations to all our student athletes! 

An amazing eight Lincoln County School District varsity teams were 
commended as Academic All-State teams for the fall season! 

The Oregon Student Activities Association recently 
released the Academic All-State for fall season which 
includes football, volleyball, boys and girls soccer, boys 
and girls cross country. All six of the Newport High 
School teams were above 3.0 GPA making the list. Girls 
Soccer placed 3rd with a 3.82 GPA. Boys Cross Country 
also placed 3rd with a 3.90 GPA and Newport Girls Cross 
Country placed 1st with a 3.95 GPA! 

Other Lincoln County School teams that made the 3.0+ 
list include Toledo Volleyball and Waldport Boys Cross 
Country which came in 7th. 

About This Award 
The OnPoint Community Credit Union Academic 

All-State Program recognizes outstanding achievement 
in the classroom. The boys and girls team in each OSAA-
sanctioned activity with the highest team grade point 
average earns the Academic All-State Award. Each member 
of a winning team receives a commemorative decal and 
a certificate. The school receives a plaque in honor of its 
team. Members of top ten schools in each activity at each 
classification are also recognized. 
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FEDERAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT UPDATE 
Susan Schuytema, LCSD Communications Specialist 

In early November, Superintendent Gray received a letter from the Oregon Department of Education (ODE)
which noted that almost all of our schools were exited off the school improvement list! This achievement came 
after adoption of new curriculum materials, professional development for our teachers, and creating a Multi-Tiered
System of Support (MTSS) for our students which helps identify the types of help each student needs. “We are proud
of the work we have done since 2018 to improve outcomes of education for our students,” Dr. Gray said. “Go LCSD!” 

The MTSS is a framework for enhancing the implementation of evidence-based practices to achieve important 
outcomes for every student. The MTSS framework builds on a public health approach that focuses on organizing the 
efforts of adults within systems to be more effective. 

Two schools remain identified as “targeted” and one charter school is identified as “comprehensive.” Though those 
schools have seen growth, the ODE identified more areas that need improvement. With the MTSS in place, those 
schools are expected to be on the exited list next year. 

Background: 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires states to develop accountability models to monitor how 

school districts and schools improve student outcomes and a system for meaningful differentiation used to 
identify Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) and Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) schools 
that need additional support in improving student achievement. ESSA requires states to identify CSI schools 
once every three years and to annually identify TSI schools. 

The Oregon Department of Education first identified CSI and TSI schools in the Fall of 2018 and launched 
a revised support model that aimed to situate school performance as part of the larger school district system.
The revised model empowers educators, students, families and communities to all work together to improve 
educational outcomes for students in all 36 counties in the state. Oregon’s ESSA Plan calls for making necessary 
investments where they are needed most and putting the resources where they need to be: with each student.
This model replaces an outdated, counterproductive punitive approach that labeled schools rather than fully 
support them. 

TOLEDO HIGH SCHOOL LAUNCHES POPULAR 
CULTURAL FOODS CLASS 
Kathy Beyer, Toledo High School Assistant Principal 

Derek Robinson's Cultural Food's class at Toledo Jr/ with three kitchenettes complete with cooktop stoves,
Sr High School initially started during the pandemic ovens, dishwashers, sinks, large pantry and industrial 
when he had students pick up food at the high school refrigerator and freezer. The new space will be ready by 
in his Spanish Class and then cook at home while January and will provide a space where students can 
instruction happened on Zoom.  It is now a popular bake instead of cooking on hot plates. "The kids are so 
class that is being expanded into an adjoining space excited,” said Robinson. “They ask about it every day." 

Each week students study a different culture, and then 
create and prepare authentic recipes. Senior Konrad 
Saarloos enjoys the hands-on aspect of the class. “I love 
the cooking we get to do every day. We prepared sushi 
last week and this week we are preparing enchiladas."  
For sophomore Josh McCamnon, he likes learning about 
different cultures. “We get to experience learning about 
other countries,” he said. “My favorite recipes so far were 
Naan bread and donuts.” 

This year, students have already studied culinary arts 
from France, India, Oregon, Canada, Mexico, China,
Japan and Morocco. "We talk about the ingredients — 
many of them are unfamiliar to students — and they have 
fun being exposed to new food," Robinson said, adding 
he plans to expand the program into a Career Technical 
Education [CTE] Program and offer more classes starting 
next semester. 

Toledo teacher Derek Robinson, left, garnishes a 
dish in his cultural foods class as students look 
on. The popular class is expanding next semester. 

LCSD CENTENNIAL 
SPOTLIGHT 
Susan Schuytema, LCSD Communications 
Specialist 

On May 29, 1903, Grace Oglesby signed a 
contract to teach at the Buck Creek School 
in Lincoln County, a one-room schoolhouse 
about three miles west of Fisher School on 
Five Rivers. Her salary was typical of that time 
period… $25. That was $25 a month which is 
the equivalent of about $843 dollars today! 
Though Grace’s job was teaching only, some 
teachers during that time had addendums 
to their contracts for extra duties such as $5 
a month for cleaning the school or providing 
meals for the students. 

Grace married John Wilson and continued teaching.
By 1908, her monthly salary increased to $40 a month. 

When Grace died in 1968 at the age of 84, she left a 
legacy of a love of education and schools to her family. 

Grace’s great-great grandson is LCSD’s very own Eddie 
Symingon! Like his generations before him, Eddie grew 
up in Waldport, graduated from WHS and has worked at 
the district in one capacity or another since 2007 when 
he started working at 21st Century as a freshman. After 
having many roles in the district since that time, Eddie is 
now the assistant to Superintendent Gray. 

Do you have family who attended LCSD schools 100 
years ago and have stories and photos to share? We’d love 
to hear about them! Please contact susan.schuytema
@lincoln.k12.or.us so we can share your family stories. 

Grace Oglesby-Wilson was a teacher in a one-
room schoolhouse in Lincoln County 100 years 
ago. The county had 77 schools before LCSD was 
formed in 1923. 
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NATURAL RESOURCE PROGRAMS THRIVE AT 
LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOLS 
Amy Skirvin, Waldport Middle/High School Principal 

It’s not exactly common to see students 
walking down the halls of a school carrying 
axes and chainsaws. But not every school 
has a forestry program like we do here at 
Waldport Middle and High School. 

In our school of 265 students in grades 7–12, about 
50 participate in our natural resources program that 
we started in 2018. Our town’s slogan is “where the 
forest meets the sea.” As that slogan suggests, we have 
a lot of natural resources around us, so this program 
enabled us to take advantage of our location and develop 
career opportunities for our students. It’s been a highly 
successful program. 

My husband is our natural resources teacher. We
started small the first year, just getting the program
up and running, although we were able to purchase a
portable sawmill for the school. The second year, our
students started taking part in “Career Development
Experience Days,” where students from schools across the
state get together on Saturdays to demonstrate skills that
they’ve learned. 

Those skills are showcased at technical events—for 
example, administering first aid, reading maps,
identifying plants and tools, and even interviewing for 
jobs. The second half of the day includes more of the 
forestry skills, such as cross-cut sawing, log rolling, spur 
climbing, cable splicing, and axe throwing. These Saturday 
programs are what get the kids excited. We don’t ever say 
they are competing, because it’s all about teaching and 
learning, but in the kids’ minds they are trying to show off 
their skills and figure out who is the fastest or who has the 

The Walport Forestry team is shown after 
winning another state championship. The team 
has won a total of three state championships. 

best accuracy in different areas. The Oregon Future Natural 
Resource Leaders State Convention is where they officially 
perform, and they have won three state championships. 

One thing I love about the program is that it brings 
together kids from very different backgrounds. You might 
have a student who is struggling in school, who doesn’t 
get good grades, and who isn’t the most popular working 
together with the star athlete who everybody loves and 
admires. But they’re high-fiving and hugging at the end 
because they’re state champions. The kids might not be 
best friends or hang out outside of school, but when you 
get them on the forestry field, they are family. They love 
each other and they support each other. 

The program also brings together a lot of our teachers 
and departments. The English teachers, for example,
help the kids with written materials, including speeches 
they deliver at these events. And the math teachers really 
getting involved with supporting technical skills like using 
a compass and measuring distances through walking and 
timber cruising, which involves measuring forests and 
looking at things like tree size, volume, and quality. Some 
teachers may have a hard time motivating a student but 
all of a sudden when forestry is involved, they want to 
write that essay or do their speech. 

We just see a lot of good results like school 
community and pride, new skills, team building, and job 
opportunities. I’m very proud of my kids and my staff. It’s 
just an awesome place to be right now. It’s been exciting 
to see all the growth and improvement. 

New building at Taft High School offers 
growth opportunities for their forestry 
program 

Waldport isn't the only LCSD school with growth and 
improvement in their forestry program. Taft High School 
and LCSD partnered to create a standalone classroom and 
shop that is adjacent to their Outdoor Forestry Learning 
Lab. Taft Forestry teacher Jake Nolan said he is excited 
about the new addition which has plenty of space to grow 
the forestry program and meet the demand of student 
interest for the program. "Along with the new building 
will be an opportunity for students to learn how to operate 
a wood mill, which will allow students in my program to 
mill logs into lumber and ultimately give us a supply of
lumber to begin independent wood building projects," 
Tolan said. The new building is scheduled to be completed 
in December and students will start utilizing the space 
after winter break. 

FASTER INTERNET 
OREGON HOPES 
TO CLOSE GAPS 
IN BROADBAND 
CONNECTIVITY IN 
LINCOLN COUNTY 
Susan Schuytema, LCSD Communications Specialist 

The Faster Internet Oregon speed test campaign is 
a statewide broadband mapping effort for Oregonians 
to report Internet speeds or a lack of connection 
at home. The Faster Internet Oregon project will 
provide decision-makers with data that will: identify 
Oregon homes that lack high-speed Internet; clarify 
which households don't have an Internet connection 
and why; and provide cost estimates and assess 
competitive viability of a variety of technical solutions 
for areas with identified gaps. This campaign will 
help secure infrastructure funding across the state 
and ensure the funding is equitably allocated so that 
everyone has access to fast, affordable Internet service. 

With nearly $700 million coming to Oregon for 
broadband infrastructure improvements, there is a 
critical window for providing accurate data to decision 
makers to ensure that funding benefits the unserved 
and underserved communities that need it most here 
in Lincoln County. Broadband Internet access took 
on new importance during the COVID-19 pandemic 
by facilitating telehealth, distance learning, work 
opportunities, social engagement, public information,
and other vital services. However, many remote, rural,
and Tribal communities were unable to adequately 
access these critical online services during the 
pandemic. *Help identify Oregon's areas with the 
greatest need for high-speed broadband by using this 
link: www.FasterInternetOregon.org. It takes less than 
one minute! 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
Liz Martin, Chair 
Megan Cawley, Vice Chair 
Senitila McKinley, Director 
Mike Rawles, Director 
Peter Vince, Director 

VISION: Every Child, Every Day, Future Ready 

Follow-us: lincoln.k12.or.us 

The LCSD Compass Newsletter is a publication of the Lincoln County 
School District intended to inform and engage our community to 
support our schools. If you have any questions or suggestions with 
regard to content please, direct them to Susan Schuytema, LCSD 
Communications Specialist, susan.schuytema@lincoln.k12.or.us 

JOIN US! APPLY TODAY IT’S EASY! 
Competitive wages and excellent benefits 

package. For more information and to apply, visit 
https://lincoln.k12.or.us/our-district/careers/ 

LCSD, Sodexo, and First Student are all actively 
hiring. 
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