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ISSUE 13 | WINTER 2022 

COMPASS NEWS 
L I N C O L N  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

SUPERINTENDENT ’S  LETTER 

I hope this letter finds you all well and ready to take on 2022 with grace and kindness 
towards one another. 

As I write this letter, I find us in another place of uncertainty due to the surge of the 
COVID-19 cases in the county. My thoughts are to do anything we can to keep our kids in 
school. We need staff to cover so many positions. We need to do our part as a community. 
We need our kids to be able to stay in our classrooms. 

I’m just placing this graphic here as another way to promote doing what we can. We have 
many ways of communicating with you, but always feel welcome to contact me directly if 
you have questions or concerns. 

All the best, 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOLS 
PO BOX 1110 
NEWPORT, OR 97365 
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Remember: Hosted by SmartBus and 
Password is “smartbus” for any rider to use 
the WIFI 

Connect with the Lincoln County 
School District! 
Listen: Compass Connection Podcasts each 
month on Spotify or Apple 

Watch: Compass Connection Videos with Dr.
Karen Gray, each Friday on YouTube or Website/
Social Media 

Read: Compass Connection Newsletter 
Published Quarterly on Website and Sent to All 
Postal Addresses. 
Attend: Monthly Board Meetings Via Zoom or 
In-Person (Depending on COVID Protocols). Find 
the schedule on the website lincoln.k12.or.us 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Dr. Karen Gray is Honored to Win the
Oregon Music Education Association
Outstanding Administrator Award ... P.2 
Exciting Construction Progress 
Made at Yaquina View Elementary,
Newport High School, and Newport 
Childhood Center........................... P.2 
National School Counseling Week ... P.3 
Taft Culinary Students to Compete 
at Disneyland! .............................. P.4 
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DR. KAREN GRAY IS HONORED TO WIN THE OREGON MUSIC EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATOR AWARD 

The following is the text read when Dr. Gray was given this award on January 16. The Outstanding 
Administrator Award is given in recognition of contributions to music education through 
administrative support. We work in an area of education that seems to need endless advocacy. 

Support for music education from an administrator is of they needed to succeed. After a discussion on how to make 
the utmost importance and something for which we are band equitable for students regardless of their economic 
always grateful. This year’s recipient is a superintendent status, she secured $300,000 in district funds to purchase 
who over the past few tumultuous years has not only instruments so that no student is turned away due to their 
maintained but strengthened the Lincoln County School financial situation. 
District’s music program. Furthermore, the money for instrument purchases 

Prior to the 2020-21 school year, there were several came from the district funds, not from ESSER (Elementary 
schools throughout the district that did not have a and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund), and 
music teacher. This superintendent made it her mission is one of the most significant investments for music 
to place music teachers in each building in the district education ever made in Lincoln County. She continues to 
and now every student in Lincoln County, Kindergarten meet monthly with her district music teachers to support 
through 12th grade, has access to music classes and a them, their programs, and the music students. On top 
music teacher within their building. This was the first of supporting music in her district, this superintendent 
step among many that she is taking to change the course also supports music in her community as the president 
of history for music education in Lincoln County. Last of the Newport Symphony, actively working to bring 
year, she reached out to the district’s music teachers and professional musicians to the community and into the 
organized regular meetings to talk about how together classrooms to work with students. For all you do for your 
they could grow music across the district. This included community, your schools, and your music students, we 
her desire for every area in the county to have a strings honor DR. KAREN GRAY as our 2022 OMEA Outstanding 
program as well as a 5-year plan to get each school what Administrator. 

Dr. Karen Gray proudly holds her OMEA award. 

EXCITING CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS MADE AT YAQUINA VIEW ELEMENTARY, 
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL, AND NEWPORT CHILDHOOD CENTER 
Kristin Bigler, LCSD Communication Coordinator 

Here are some images of the progress being made at swings were moved to the other side (or East) of the big The building is owned by LCSD and leased by LBLESD. 
the Yaquina View Elementary, Newport High School, and toy. Now, what we see are the forms and rebar set for “I am so pleased we were able to partner with the 
the LBL Early Childhood Center. Yaquina View is gaining a concrete to be poured. The beauty of this build during school district to renovate and expand the Early Childhood 
7,500 square foot gym with an entryway and bathrooms. the school year is that our students get a front-row seat to Center. LBL Early Intervention staff were spread across 
Newport High School will have 95 seat grandstands the process. What 5, 6, or 7 year old is not fascinated by several buildings in Newport, and it is fantastic to all be 
complete with storage, restrooms, and a concessions excavators and earthmovers?” under one roof now. The space is beautiful, provides us 
stand. Both projects are scheduled for completion in Newport High Project. Principal Reyna Mattson, “It the ability to hold conferences and training on-site, boasts 
September of 2022. On the horizon, LCSD has applied has been exciting to watch the demolition of the old sensory and evaluation rooms, and provides an additional 
for a seismic grant for Yaquina View upgrades which, if grandstands. The new grandstand design is functional.” classroom for expansion. We want to thank the LCSD's 
granted, will be done in the summer of 2023. Facilities and Maintenance department for their work on In addition, LCSD partnered with LBLESD and added 

Yaquina View Project: Principal Kristin Becker, “The this project.” Autumn Belloni, EI/ECSE Program Director,3700 square feet of space to the Newport Early Childhood 
covered play porch was removed in December, and the LBL ESD Center on 12th street across from Sam Case Elementary. 

Enjoying the Heavy Equipment Spotting at 
Yaquina View. 

View of Debris Getting Loaded into Dumptruck 
at NHS. 

Completed remodel of Newport Early Childhood 
Center. 
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In honor of National School Counseling Week, our administrative staff wanted 
to share some thoughts and a few images of our counselors' great work for our 
students. 

Taft 7-12: Counselors are Rockstars! They regularly 
meet with students, facilitate small groups, plan 
community circles, and open doors for students in need.
They also coach and volunteer for other roles (our beloved 
mask monitor) to further their connections. We very much 
appreciate their passion, heart, and dedication to students.
— Maddy Anderson, AP, Taft 7-12 

Oceanlake Elementary: Carlie works to build strong 
relationships with our whole school family. The best way 
to describe our counselor is through the words of one of
our students. I recently had a student hand me an item 
and say, “Can you give this back to the lady who talks to us 
about our feelings?” — Starla Nelson, Assistant Principal 

Taft Elementary students talk about Mr. Wynn Arellano, 
counselor. 

"He teaches lessons and helps with our mental health.
He plays the guitar real good!" — Tori H., 3rd grade 

"One time I spent time with him in his office, and he's a 
cool guy. He teaches me about social-emotional learning." 
— Zach B, 4th grade 

"He's nice and there when students need to talk to 
someone." — Jazlyn H. 5th grade. 

Mr. Wynn Arellano, counselor at Taft Elementary 
School using his guitar to teach Social Emotional 
Learning at Taft Elementary 

Newport High: Our Counseling Center Staff: Mrs.
Herr (Kendall was married over break) 9th/10th-grade 
Counselor, Dr. Roller 11th/12th-grade Counselor,
Mrs. Todd Freshman Success Coach, Mrs. Dye ASPIRE 
Coordinator, and Mrs. Greenawald Registrar. 

During the pandemic, I have seen such creativity 
as our counseling team collaborates to provide the 
best comprehensive school counseling program. They 
held zoom sessions, a book study, drive-by events, and 
reimagined ways to connect with students and families 
during online learning. This year, they developed a Suicide 

NHS Counselor Kendall Herr with student 
Lillibelle Bassingthwaite during Suicide 
Prevention Week. 

Prevention Week in November and a Career Exploration 
Month during January. In addition, Mrs. Herr has focused 
on the Freshmen Success Center to provide support to 
our freshmen, and Dr. Roller has worked to enhance the 
ASPIRE Program by providing mentors for all students.
—Reyna Mattson, Principal 

Newport Middle: Toni Ruiz, our counselor, has 
dedicated herself to creating monthly SEL lessons for our 
teachers to use during our Homeroom classes. The lessons 
that Toni makes are timely and based purely on what 
students and teachers are requesting. It is so helpful to 
have Toni support our students and staff with their given 
needs in a real-time manner. — Chloe Minch, Assistant 
Principal 

Yaquina View Elementary: Hayden has built strong 
relationships with students in our building. The children 
bloom under her attention. When a student is having a 
rough day, they know that Miss Hayden will be there for 
them to process through their emotions and find a plan 
for how they will continue learning. Often, Hayden is the 
person students are seeking to spend time with. This has 
helped Hayden to build positive rewards that entail time 
with her. 

Hayden has overseen the implementation of Check-in 
Check-out in our building. She has identified students that 
would benefit from the check-ins and put in place explicit 
goals that students are able to follow. She even goes into 
classrooms and models Social and Emotional Learning 
lessons. We are so grateful to have Miss Atlas at our 
school! — Charlotte Galen, Assistant Principal 

Sam Case Elementary: Julie Bobo-Shisler is a Sam 
Case Cubs superhero! She works tirelessly to support 
students, staff, and families in many ways. She is 
connecting students and supporting social-emotional 
development through her intentional work with restorative 

circles. She encourages students and staff to speak and 
listen from the heart. She is a vital part of our team. — 
Marcy Doyle, Assistant Principal 

Julie Bobo-Shisler meets with students at Sam 
Case Elementary. 

Toledo Jr/Sr High: We truly could not function without 
our school counselors. They support all students, staff,
and families to create a safe place for student growth and 
achievement. 

Ms. Kalei Merrill has stepped into a new role as a
counselor at Toledo Jr/Sr High, and she is a natural fit. She
has built relationships and rapport with all stakeholders
and helps drive a safe and thriving environment for Boomer
Nation! — Richard Ceder, Principal 

Kalei Merrill counselor of Toledo Jr. Sr. High with 
Gabby Worden, Faith Retherford, and Shaylee 
Barnhart. 

Toledo Elementary: We are thankful that LCSD 
recognizes the importance of school counselors and sets 
aside funding that allows for full-time school counselors in 
each building, especially in these challenging times. — Liz 
Postlewait, Principal 

Crestview Heights Elementary: Julie Anderson is 
Amazing! She continues to fill a role, which in today's 
schools is so important. Her past experiences allow her to 
connect with students and families on challenging issues.
She has a great sense of humor and an even demeanor,
which helps her keep her perspective. Julie is essential in 
many of the systems we use in MTSS, PBIS, SEL, and the 
day-to-day operations of our school. Julie has a skill set 
that allows her to head off many student issues. She also 
can link families with an array of supports. — Mike Gass,
Principal 

Waldport Middle and High School Counselor 
Denise Krouse helping Junior Gabbi Glenn. 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOLS WINTER  2022 3 



  

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

TAFT CULINARY STUDENTS TO COMPETE AT 
DISNEYLAND! 
Julia Westbrook, Taft 7-12 CTE Teacher 

We will "Cook Around the World" at DisneyWorld in 
Orlando at the end of April to compete against others 
around the country. We were fortunate enough to win the 
best dessert in 2019 with a cupcake that looked like a bowl 
of ramen. Each school that participates is assigned one 
of four areas of the world in which they have to create a 
signature dish, side dish, and decorated cupcake dessert 
(we had Asia). 

The event also has other excellent educational-related 
content, including learning about hydroponics and 
aeroponics at EPCOT's "The Land" pavilion. Food is grown 
without dirt, allowing for more plants to be developed. It 
includes other techniques like fish farming and natural 
ways to deter insects. Students also learn a lot about the 
different cultures of foods worldwide. This is also the 
perfect time at EPCOT as they are doing the Flower and 
Garden Festival, where they have additional small food 
offerings related to the different countries in the World 
Showcase. 

We will start creating the menu & practicing for the 
competition in mid-February. 

2019 Competition Winning "Ramen" Cupcake 
on Right 

CTE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT, DIGITAL MEDIA AT 
TOLEDO JR. SR. HIGH 
Rachael Wallace, Toledo Jr. Sr. High CTE Teacher 

Photoshoot with Digital Media Students. Photo: Near 
light in back—Ashley Bowers. Model—Tallie Brannen.
Photographer—Cocoa Barrett. Near light in the front—Abbie 
Page. In the back on the right—Virginia Ramseyer. 

Digital Media is a course designed for 
students interested in the digital media arts with 
a mix of graphic design, photography, and video 
production. Students have the opportunity to do 
hands-on learning with many projects shared 
with our community through galleries, websites,
and partnerships with art organizations.
Toledo Jr. Sr. High's entrance now has a gallery 
showcase display of student art produced in the 
Digital Media class. Certificates in professional 
design software such as Adobe Illustrator and 
Photoshop will be added in the future. These are 
the fundamental platforms for modern design.
Students are able to get real-world experience 
working with ART Toledo to design their website,
help with social media, and display their work in 
one of Main Street’s Phantom Galleries. 

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
Megan Cawley, Chair Follow-us: lincoln.k12.or.us 
Liz Martin, Vice Chair 

The LCSD Compass Newsletter is a publication of the Lincoln County Senitila McKinley, Director 
School District intended to inform and engage our community Mike Rawles, Director 
to support our schools. If you have any questions or suggestions Peter Vince, Director 
with regard to content please, direct them to Kristin Bigler, LCSD 

VISION: Every Child, Every Day, Future Ready Communications Specialist, kristin.bigler@lincoln.k12.or.us 

Reprinted from Team Oregon 2022 Special Olympics 
USA Games Social Media Post 

WE ARE INTRODUCING 
LILLIBELLE BASSINGTHWAITE,
ONE OF OUR IMPRESSIVE USA 
GAMES DELEGATES! 

Lillibelle Bassingthwaite is a Special Olympics 
Unified partner from Oregon’s Lincoln County. She has 
been involved in the organization, serving as a Youth 
Volunteer and UCS Leadership Chair at Newport High 
School for two years. Drawing inspiration from her 
sister, an athlete, she has been grateful for the chance 
to be part of the experience and has learned and 
grown while supporting her sister. 

Outside of Special Olympics, Lillibelle is an avid 
participant in track and field, climate activism,
kayaking, and works as a barista. In addition, she has 
battled the challenges of depression and anxiety that 
the pandemic isolation has forced upon her. Lillibelle 
has worked hard, pushing herself to take opportunities 
the Special Olympics have offered. Fantastic 
opportunities have stretched her. 

Lillibelle has been active outside Special Olympics 
as well as within. Whether it’s participating in the 
National Honor Society at school, acting as vice 
president of the junior class at Newport High School,
or chairing the Unified Leadership Committee with her 
local chapter of Special Olympics, Lillibelle has prided 
herself on pushing herself toward growth. 

Lillibelle’s work in climate activism is vital to her, 
and she dramatically admires Swedish activist Greta 
Thunberg for her outstanding work in this area.
Thunberg has worked hard towards “challenging world 
governments toward climate change mitigation,” all in 
the face of negativity, bullying, and ableism. 

In this, her first USA Games, Lillibelle looks forward 
to expanding her experiences with Unified Leadership. 

JOIN US! APPLY TODAY IT’S EASY! 
Competitive wages and excellent benefits 

package. For more information and to apply, visit 
https://lincoln.k12.or.us/our-district/careers/ 

LCSD, Sodexo, and First Student are all actively 
hiring. 
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