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L I N C O L N  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Dear Lincoln County Community, 

Welcome Back!

It has been a beautiful fall in Lincoln County. In my 
second year as your Superintendent, I want to express 
to you all my love and appreciation for this truly 
outstanding school district in the most breathtaking 
place on earth. 

As we begin the 2019-20 school year, I am filled 
with excitement, anticipation, and hope. We have so 
many wonderful educational offerings for next year: 
implementation of a new reading program grades K-10, 
our continuing work with Positive Behavior Intervention/
Instruction and Support (PBIS) and our implementation 

of K-12 Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID). We have fantastic athletic teams that will be 
winning lots of games and contests. Our schools look 
shipshape, our classrooms are warm and professional 
and we have made nice improvements to our facilities 
this summer. Our school grounds are well cared for and 
attractive. People have worked very hard this summer 
getting ready for our new “teachnology” to be given to 
our children. I am so proud of our school district staff. 

Have a great school year and please reach out to 
connect with your teacher, your school and everyone at 
the District office. 

SUPERINTENDENT ’S  LETTER

Crestview Heights student wearing her 
“thinking cap”

Welcome Back display from Toledo Elementary

Rodrigo Nishii
“I am a junior in high school this year, and I am an AVID 

student. I was born and raised in Lima, Peru. I moved here 
when I was eleven years old in the fifth grade. It was a big 
change and I struggled quite a bit in the beginning. Not 
just because I did not know how to speak English, but 
everything was just different. The school was tough in the 
beginning as well, but it got better every day, everyone 
was nice and I had great teachers who were willing to help 
me understand everything going on.

I still don’t know what I want to do in life, I am going to 
college after high school, but I still don’t know what I want 
to study, but most likely something in the business field. I 
hope to figure that out this school year and I am sure AVID 
will help me with that this school year. I also hope we get 
to visit some more colleges this year, that could help me 
choose the right one for me. I am thankful for AVID and I 
am glad I get to take the class in my high school career.”

Assistant Principal/AD of Taft 7-12, Rodrigo 
Nishii, and Kimberly Alcaraz pose for a photo 
with their families after giving a speech to 500 
staff of LCSD.

AVID STUDENTS PRESENT AT DISTRICTWIDE KICK-OFF ASSEMBLY IN FRONT OF 500 STAFF
Here are some excerpts from their speeches

Kimberly Alcaraz
“I’m going into 9th grade and I’m an AVID student. I 

want to graduate high school with an honors diploma and 
go to my dream college that is Harvard University. It might 
sound silly but I will try my best because I never give up. 
Because I want to make my dream come true and be the 
best doctor I can be. AVID also helps with knowing stuff 
about college in the future by telling us about how many 
credits we need to graduate high school and to continue 
the journey and to college and they tell us how to get 
there, because nobody in my family has gone to college 
so far.

I hope more students will like to be in AVID because it 
helps a lot in my opinion.” 
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SCHOOL +YOU = SUCCESS 

Your child's regular attendance in school encourages academic 
and social-emotional success. Together, families, educators, 

and community members can support a child's attendance and 
help each student stay on the path to success. 

It doesn't matter whether the absences are excused or unexcused -- each missed day 
represents missed learning time. Missed days add up quickly: When a student misses as few 
as two days a month, that’s 10% of the school year. This increases the risk of academic and 

social-emotional struggles. (2 absences a month x by nine months = 18 days/10% of missed 
school days in a school year.) 

School + You = Success 

Build 
Relationships 

Students do best in a 
warm, safe and welcoming 
environment. We can all 
help by: 
• Ensuring every student

is connected with an
adult within his or her
school who can watch
for issues and help with
solutions.

• Helping students build
relationships with
classmates and˜peers.

• Planning for success by
setting attendance goals
and addressing possible
obstacles in advance.

Plan 
Ahead 

Things don’t always go 
smoothly. Planning 
ahead can help be ready 
for issues with: 
•  Transportation 

(Explore carpool, bus,
safe walk/bike
options.)

• After school pick-up
and care (Have a
back-up!)

Ask For 
Help 

Visit 211info.org to learn 
about local community 
resources, or ask your 
school for suggestions. 
• Shelter, food, clothing
• Health issues
• Acute or chronic illness
• Mental health services
• Behavioral support
• Oral (mouth and teeth)

health

Use Life 
Hacks 

Work on household 
routines to make it 
easier to get out the 
door. Find tips for 
the following at 
Every-Day-Matters.org: 
• Evening routines
• Homework help
• Getting ready
• Planning for the day

Learn more at Every-Day-Matters.org 

SCHOOL +YOU = SUCCESS Keep Track of Time 
Successful students attend school regularly, with support from all of us at 

school, home and the community. Track missed days here: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Date Date Date Date Date Date 

Reason Reason Reason Reason Reason Reason 

Satisfactory Attendance 

7 8 9 

Date Date Date 

Reason Reason Reason 

Satisfactory Attendance 

13 14 15 
Date Date Date 

Reason Reason Reason 

Moderate Chronic Absence, Ask for Help 

Students can go to school if: 

• They have a runny nose or 
little cough, but no other 
symptoms.

• They haven’t taken any fever-
reducing medicine for 24 
hours, and have been fever-
free during that time.

• They haven’t thrown up or 
had diarrhea for 24 hours. 

Too Sick for School? 
Keep students home if: 

• They have a temperature 
higher than 100.5 degrees 
even after taking medicine.

• They are throwing up or have 
diarrhea.

• Their eyes are pink and 
crusty. 

10 11 12 

Date Date Date 

Reason Reason Reason 

Moderate Chronic Absence, Ask for Help 

16 
Date 

Reason 

17 18 or 
more: 

Date 
Chronically 

Reason Absent, 
Ask for Help 

Call the doctor if: 

• They have a temperature 
higher than 100.5 degrees for 
more than two days.

• They’ve been throwing up or 
have diarrhea for more than 
two days.

• They’ve had the sniffles for 
more than a week, and aren't 
getting better. 

These are generally accepted guidelines. Every body is di°erent. If you are unsure, ask your health care provider or call your school. 

More resources: Visit your school district’s website for more information or visit Every-Day-Matters.org. 

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS:

HEALTHY KIDS LEARN BETTER
Students in need of healthcare get the attention they 

need without missing class time at the School-Based 
Health Centers (SBHCs) located in all four Lincoln County 
School District high schools.

Physical exams, diagnosis, and treatment of minor 
illnesses, immunizations, mental health screening, and 
treatment of minor injuries are examples of the services 
students can obtain. The full range of physical, mental 
and preventive health services are delivered by licensed 
professionals from Lincoln Community Health Center, 
including physicians, nurse practitioners, registered 
nurses, and mental health clinicians.

Well-child exams and health assessments are used 
to provide preventive care. Providers will connect with 
students on topics like sleep habits, nutrition, self-esteem, 
healthy relationships, and other wellness-related topics. 

There are also a variety of vision, hearing, and dental 
screenings offered.

As federally-qualified health centers, SBHCs offer 
affordable services. Nobody is turned away for inability to 
pay. Staff can also assist with referrals for other services 
and with eligibility and sign-up for the Oregon Health 
Plan. The presence of these clinics in schools reduces 
barriers like cost and transportation that might keep 
children from getting the care they need.

All Lincoln County School District students may utilize 
the SBHCs. Appointments may be made by student or 
parent by calling:

• Newport: 541-265-0472
• Lincoln City: 541-265-0474
• Toledo: 541-265-0473
• Waldport: 541-265-0471 

SBHCs are a service of Lincoln County Health and Human Services. To learn more about the SBHCs and other area health services, visit lincolncommunityhealthcenter.com. 
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Lili Munoz
Academic Engagement Specialist

My name is Lili, I am an Americorps member working 
with LCSD to mentor youth who are experiencing 
homelessness who are chronically absent from school. 
In Oregon, one in six students is chronically absent, this 
means that they are missing 10% or more of the school 
year. That’s about 2 or more days per month. In Lincoln 
County, our chronic absenteeism rate is much higher, 
with about one in 3 students. This includes excused and 
unexcused absences. We are mentoring students because 
by working with them to identify and find solutions to 
barriers like housing, health, and other necessities we 
can reduce their absences and focus on academics and 
graduation. Leaving the school district future ready is our 
goal for students, whatever they may decide to pursue 
after graduation. 

I’m also working on building community partnerships 
in all four areas of Lincoln County to support our 
schools. Local business partners can help by supporting 
schools with incentives to recognize students with good 
attendance or improved attendance. The hope is that when 
my year of service is over, these community partners will 
continue to work with our building principals to support 
our students. If this sounds like an impact you would 
like to make as a local business, please do not hesitate to 
contact me, our students and I would love to have your 
support. 

Lili Munoz 
Academic Engagement Specialist
AmeriCorps Connect2Complete for 
Lincoln County School District
Office: 541-574-7639 Ext. 618
lili.munoz@lincoln.k12.or.us

Jutta Pearce
Community Connections Coordinator

Hi, I’m Jutta Pearce. I’m an AmeriCorps VISTA serving 
with Lincoln County School District’s H.E.L.P. Program. 
Our organization works to remove barriers to education 
for students experiencing homelessness. My role is to 
recruit volunteers and create community partnerships. 
By building structures of support, I will work to alleviate 
poverty, encourage greater school participation and 
help families achieve stability. I have been a passionate 
volunteer in Lincoln County Schools myself and I look 
forward to recruiting other community members to 
continue this important work. As Martin Luther King, 
Jr. once proposed, “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” Are you 
ready to answer this question? If so, let’s chat.

Jutta Pearce
Community Connections Coordinator
Lincoln County School District
Americorps VISTA
541.574.9419

Jesús Hernández
Hispanic Family/Community Liaison

Jesús Hernández is our new Hispanic Family/
Community Liaison. Jesús Hernández, better known as 
“Hernández” is originally from Oaxaca Mexico! 

The main purpose of this position is to provide a bridge 
of communication and education between the Hispanic 
community and the Lincoln County School District.

Sam Case Teacher sharing her 
Superpowers of Learning

A student picking up leaf on a 
field trip in Newport  

Taft 7-12 Culinary Arts Students Being 
Interviewed by Reporters

Students engaged in welding at  
Toledo Jr. Sr. High
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LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
Amanda Remund, Chair
Liz Martin, Vice Chair
Ron Beck, Director 
Megan Cawley, Director irector
Jenny Demaris, Director

VISION: Every Child, Every Day, Future 
Ready

Follow-us: lincoln.k12.or.us

The LCSD Compass Newsletter is a publication of the Lincoln County School District intended to inform and engage our community to support our schools. If you have any 
questions or suggestions with regard to content please, direct them to Kristin Bigler, LCSD Communications Specialist Kristin.bigler@lincoln.k12.or.us.

Important Dates
Oct. 8 ................ School Board Regular Session

Oct. 10 .............. Healthy Child Development at 
Oceanlake

Oct. 11 .............. Professional Development  
(No school)

Oct. 16 .............. Healthy Child Development at 
Crestview Heights

Oct. 23 .............. Evening Conferences

Oct. 24 .............. Day/Evening Conferences  
(No School)

Oct. 25 .............. No School

Nov. 11 ............. Veteran’s Day (No school)

Nov. 12 ............. School Board Regular Session

Nov. 20 ............. Healthy Child Development at 
Sam Case

Nov. 27–29 ....... Thanksgiving Break (No school)

Dec. 10 ............. School Board Regular Session

Dec. 10 ............. Healthy Child Development at 
Toledo Elem.

Dec. 23–Jan. 3 ... Winter Break (No school)

BOARD CHAIR UPDATE
Amanda Remund

Welcome students, staff, and families to the 2019/2020 
school year. Your school Board is made up of five, elected 
volunteers, who serve four-year terms. Each area in our 
district has an elected board member to represent them. 
I’d like to welcome our newest board member Megan 
Cawley, representing North County. My fellow board 
members are an amazing group. They are intelligent, 
driven, big-hearted, people who desire what is best for 
our schools. They are all from different backgrounds, they 
have very different opinions and ideas. We work very well 
together.  All of this makes for a strong healthy board. I 
encourage you to get to know your board members. 

The district has begun a new attendance program, 
“Everyday Matters”. Nine or fewer days missed of school 
is a goal for our students. It’s important for our students 
to attend school regularly. Missing just two days a 
month can have an impact. If you can, make your child’s 
appointments when school is closed or in the afternoons 
of our early release days. Make sure your kids get a good 
night sleep, that they have regular bedtimes, and a plan to 
ensure they get to school on time.

I have been a school volunteer since my kids were in 
kindergarten, I have always enjoyed it. I encourage you 
to volunteer at our schools. Our wonderful schools need 
you. Even an hour a week can have an impact. Classroom 
helpers, tutors, Booster Clubs, art and drama programs, 
music programs, career and technology classes volunteers, 
so many things to volunteer for. Visit the district website 
or talk with your local school on how you can become 
a volunteer. 

Our district has seen a lot of changes over the past 
few years. We are looking forward to the consistency that 
we know Dr. Gray will provide. Dr. Gray relies on a team 
of people to help make decisions. A lot of research and 
collaboration is used to come up with an answer. This will 
serve our district well, by giving us programs that will have 
longevity. It will take time to implement what is needed in 
our district, but in the end, it will be worth all the time and 
effort that was put in. Our commitment is to our students 
and student achievement. We want every student to 
graduate, to be college or career ready, and live the best 
life they can. Have a great school year. 

We are excited to share that Lincoln County 
School District is rolling out Remind Lincoln 
County School District-wide! If you’re not 
already familiar with Remind, it’s a classroom 
communication tool that makes it easy to stay 
involved with your child’s learning. Remind is 
free to use, and you’ll be able to get and send 
messages on any device — even a simple text 
message from your phone! 

If you are already connected to a teacher or 
school through Remind nothing will change for 
you and you do not need to take further action.

As part of this rollout, official accounts will 
be created for all the educators, parents, and 
students at Lincoln County School District. In 
October, you receive an email or text message 
from Remind. All you need to do is follow the 
steps in the message to finish setting up your 
account. We’re excited to make connecting with 
our families more engaging!

Newport Middle School student 
absorbed in a book

Dr. Karen Gray tours Taft Elementary with Becca 
Bostwick, Principal and student

Class display from Toledo Elementary


