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Changing Lives, One Child at a Time
School Resource Officer Program is Valuable Tool for Police & Schools
Firm but caring male role model...
Reliable resource for school principals...
Compassionate liaison between students and police.

These are some phrases that describe Lincoln City police
oﬃcer oscar escalante in his capacity as School Resource
Oﬃcer (SRO) at the North Area schools of Lincoln County
School District.
“Having a School Resource Oﬃcer in Lincoln City is
amazing,” says taft High principal Majalise tolan. “Oﬃcer
Escalante knows our students and our needs. He understands our vision: Relationships, Respect, Responsibility
and Resiliency. We are lucky to have him as a Tiger.”
For the past 14 years, Escalante, pictured at left, has
been a regular presence at Taft High. He mingles with close
to 700 middle school and high school students who ﬁll the
hallways between classes. While the high school is his
primary focus, Escalante also serves Taft Elementary and
Oceanlake Elementary, which have a combined enrollment
of 930 students.

L etter to th e C o mm uni ty

Dear lincoln County school District residents:

Governor Kate Brown recently signed the bill that allocates $7.255 billion to education in the state of Oregon.
While on the surface this is a 9% increase to the allocation from the last biennium, not all of it eﬀects K-12
education. Higher education, early childhood education, and several special programs and initiatives are
also part of the budget. The net eﬀect on the Lincoln
County School District budget, including the addition of
all-day kindergarten across the state, will actually cause
us to make reductions in our budget of approximately
$500,000 in the ﬁrst year of the biennium and $1.3 million in the second year.

Budget cuts are always diﬃcult. As LCSD begins to build
the budget for next year, preserving classroom teachers
and reducing class size has been the highest priority.
The cuts that are being proposed are a 7% reduction to
classiﬁed staﬀ, the reduction of several central oﬃce
and support positions, and reduction in allocations in
the expanded options program and athletics program
(neither program is recommended for elimination).
Contracting out for services through the education
service district for some specialties will also help the
district in the short term.

There are several factors that could cause shifts in the
budget as we move forward and prepare to present to
our budget committee. The legislature could add additional revenue to the K-12 budget as it ends the session.
Labor negotiations with the teachers and classiﬁed
unions could shift allocations within the budget as well.
It is still early in the process and I am hopeful we can all
work together to provide the best educational program
for our students as we are able to produce.

I would like to encourage you to be an active part in a
positive solution to a very diﬃcult problem.

I welcome your input. Feel free to contact me by email
(steve.boynton@lincoln.k12.or.us) or by phone
(541-265-4403). You can also visit us on the web
(www.lincoln.k12.or.us), ﬁnd us on Facebook (Lincoln
County School District - Oregon),
and follow us on Twitter
(@LCSD_Oregon).
sincerely,

steve boynton
Superintendent

lincoln County schools
p.o. box 1110
newport, or 97365

boynton
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WHat is a sCHool resourCe offiCer?
As stated on the Lincoln City Police Department website,
a School Resource Oﬃcer is a specially selected and
trained Senior Uniformed Patrol Oﬃcer whose primary
assignment is within the local schools for the purposes of
enforcement, law-related education, counseling, and
mentoring students.
However, that deﬁnition doesn’t begin to describe the
philosophy behind the badge of an SRO.
“This job is more than just being a police oﬃcer in
uniform in a school. You have to love on these kids as
much as you can so they know you care,” Escalante says.
“Being a positive inﬂuence can help a kid who may be
going down the wrong road.”
Escalante acknowledges that many students have
diﬃcult family lives, and often lack supportive inﬂuences
at home. Conversely, he believes strong parental involvement can overcome other obstacles to help a child
succeed. As SRO, he helps ﬁll in the gap.
“If you want to be a School Resource Oﬃcer, you have
to want to come in here to the schools and be part of kids’
lives,” he says. “It’s about helping a student who may be
going down the wrong road... It’s eﬀecting a positive
change in lives, one or two kids at a time.”
When contacted for this article, Lincoln City police Chief
Keith Kilian said he would be pleased to “do a little
bragging about Lincoln City PD’s commitment to the
schools of Lincoln County within our city.”
As Kilian explains, the SRO program is a valuable tool for
school administrators and the police department to
address concerns. It allows for a positive, cooperative
working relationship to handle the various issues that
aﬀect either the school or a student. Depending on the
issue and whether it is a police matter or a school
administrative matter, the SRO and the administrators
work together to resolve the issue at hand.
“Not every oﬃcer is equipped with the knowledge,
skills, and abilities to be an eﬀective SRO. Both Lincoln City
Police and the Lincoln County School District are fortunate
to have Sr. Oﬃcer Oscar Escalante as their SRO,” Chief
Kilian says. “He is passionate about his work within the
schools. He truly makes a diﬀerence, and is well liked and
respected by the school administrators and students alike.”
Serving as cop/counselor/mentor at the high school
level, Escalante is also a valued instructor to students of all
ages, and adults. Each year, he
continued on Page 2
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from around the district

Behavior, Learning Improve
with Toledo Projects Time

The busy sound of hands-on activity fills
the classroom as students cut, measure,
create, and think. It’s Projects Time at
Toledo Elementary School!
Throughout the school year, classes
have had weekly Projects Times. Grade
levels are grouped together (1-2, 3-4 and
5-6), allowing interaction beyond their

own classroom. The students choose
their theme, and teachers guide them
through project-based learning based on
the Common Core State Standards or
the Next Generation Science Standards.
“It’s a lot of work, and they love it,” says
Principal Sandy Mummey. “It’s holistic.
It brings reading, math and science all
together. Students are very excited to do
the work.”
Not only that, but behavior referrals are
way down, she adds.

Some examples of the Projects Time
learning challenges include exploring
electromagnetic forces; studying watersheds; learning about the different world
cultures; and building small boats out of
available materials then testing their
floatability. In photo below left, thirdgrader Elka Fisher shows off the boat
she created.

Teachers’ STEM Expertise
Highlighted Nationally

Several local science teachers representing the Lincoln County School District and Tillamook School District Math
Science Partnership shared their knowledge with educators from throughout the
nation at the 2015 National Science
Teachers Association National Conference on Science Education March 12-15
in Chicago.
The NSTA conference offered the latest
in science content, teaching strategy,
and research to enhance and expand
K-12 teachers’ professional growth.

Two Isaac Newton Magnet School teachers, Katie Sard and Chloe Ruffin, were
invited to participate in this influential
learning experience. They presented a

School Resource Officer

LCSD teachers Kristin becker, left, and liz
postlewait, right, pose with Charlotte
Danielson, an internationally recognized
expert in the area of teacher eﬀectiveness
and teacher evaluation systems.

Becker (Oceanlake Elementary), Postlewait
(Toledo Elementary), and a third local
teacher, Kristy Heller (Toledo Jr./Sr. High),
were invited to present at the ﬁrst ever
Danielson Group Conference, held in Portland earlier this spring.

An acclaimed educator, Danielson recognizes the complexity of teaching and the cognitive
demands it makes. She developed the Danielson framework as a means to promote clear
and meaningful conversations about eﬀective teaching practice which impacts the
important work done in the classroom. The three LCSD teachers were invited to speak
about Lincoln County School District’s successful use of the Danielson framework. u

session titled, “Boat-Building Design
Challenge: A Collaborative STEM & PBL
Unit for Math and Science Teachers.”
Their unit integrates science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) and
meets Next Generation Science Standards as well as Common Core standards for math and English language
arts.

Another team of local teachers presented a session titled, “Partnerships for
World Class STEM Education: Using the
Resources Outside Our Doors.” Teachers from Tillamook joined LCSD teachers
Marcy Doyle (Sam Case Elementary),
Kara Allan (Taft Elementary), Dr. Kama
Almasi (Waldport High and Crestview
Heights), and Ruth McDonald (District
Curriculum Resource Liaison). They
shared how the MSP teachers are using
ocean science and coastal natural resources to help students address authentic local issues and partner with
researchers, government agencies, and
informal science educators in place-

based and project-based learning.

Funded by a U.S. Department of Education grant, the Math Science Partnership
is in its sixth and final year, with 36
teachers participating.
For more information on these projects,
visit: orcostemed.webs.com.

Taft Students Use ‘Publisher’
to Showcase Research
Earlier this year, Taft Elementary students finished up the research and design of informational posters about the
different organisms to be found in the
school aquarium.

Students learned how to use the software program Publisher to create professional looking posters that are displayed
around the school. This will invite visitors
and students to look more closely at the
aquarium and learn more about the creatures they might see. Be sure to take a
look the next time you visit the school! u

Continued from page 1

teaches a junior and senior class on “Eﬀects of Alcohol and
Other Drugs,” teaches the Drug Abuse Resistance
Education (DARE) curriculum, is involved with bike rodeos
and youth safety education, and trains school
administrators and staﬀ in recognizing drug impaired
students and how to handle them.

CrasH Car lessons before proM.
Through his contacts as an oﬃcer, Escalante is able to
bring outside educational programs to the schools. For
instance, just before the Taft High School prom in midApril, he arranged for a Mobile Educational Crash Car
Trailer to be parked in the school parking lot for three days.
Designed to start conversations with young drivers, the
trailer contained the demolished remains of a car that was
involved in a devastating accident in Medford. This standalone exhibit, created by Oregon Impact, is used to initiate
conversations with teens about the dangers of impaired
and distracted driving.
During the week before prom, Escalante spoke with the
high school’s Physical Education/Health classes about the
dangers of distracted driving, whether it be through
alcohol, drugs, texting, or carelessness. He drove the point
home by having students wear goggles that simulate being
drunk, while trying to toss a ball into a basket or, as
demonstrated by freshman eneki trujillo, giving a “high
ﬁve,” in photo at right.
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“These high school kids – you can’t fool
them. You build trust by being straight
forward and letting them know that
someone loves them,” he says. “I know I
can’t save the world, but I CAN help kids.”
Escalante’s accomplishments are being
recognized beyond the school campus. He
has been named the 2014 LCPD Oﬃcer of
the Year and will be recognized at this
year’s Law Enforcement Recognition
Banquet on May 15.
On April 24, he was honored with the
“Senior Trooper Maria Mignano Dedication
to Duty Award.” Named for a state trooper
who died in a traﬃc accident in the line of
duty, the award goes to a law enforcement
oﬃcer who exempliﬁes dedication and
professionalism in the ﬁeld of impaired
driving detection and apprehension.
The nomination was submitted by fellow Lincoln City
Police Oﬃcer, lt. Jerry palmer. In the nomination, Palmer
wrote, in part: “Oﬃcer Escalante has served as SRO for 13
years and a DARE instructor for 15 years. The Taft High
senior students have had Oﬃcer Escalante as a steady
inﬂuence in their lives for their entire school lives.”
Speaking on behalf of the police department, but
echoing the views of LCSD administrators, teaches, and

students, Kilian says:
“Sr. Oﬃcer Escalante has built a rapport with the
students that has paid dividends in the long run. There are
young adults in the community today that came through
Taft High who still have trust and respect for Sr. Oﬃcer
Escalante. He is truly an asset to the police department,
the Lincoln County School District, and the community
which we all serve. u
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LOWDOWN
MOWDOWN

HERE ’ S THE
THE

Togy class and the Racing Club will burn rubber and

the true test of how well some local students
learned their lessons this year will be
demonstrated the weekend of May 29 –
at the ﬁnish line of the
WalDport HigH sCHool MoWDoWn.

here, students from the Advanced Material Technol-

rev up four-stroke engines in head-to-head drag racing
competition of souped-up riding lawnmowers. Lawnmower racing enthusiasts from throughout the area
are invited to participate, and there will be a lawn and
garden vendor swap meet, too.

MoWDoWn & sWap Meet

(at former WHS, Hwy. 34 & Lower Crestline Drive)

FRIDAY, MAY 29
8 AM - 3 PM
3 PM - 4 PM
4 PM - 6 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 30
8 AM - 10 AM
10 AM - 10:15 AM
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM
11:30 AM - 12 PM
12 PM - 6 PM

SUNDAY, MAY 31
8 AM - 11 AM
11 AM - 4 PM

Site prep and track setup
Racer registration & tech
Test runs on the track

Racer registration & tech
Racer’s meeting
Test runs on track
Lunch
Racing
Grudge Racing & Fun Runs
Site cleanup

ON

“It’s all open to the community,” says Daniel Wirick,
Career Technical Education teacher at Waldport High.
“We are looking for people who want to set up at the
swap meet, and we welcome anyone who wants to
bring a mower to race.”

Sounds like a challenge! But, competitors beware…
the students have been working hard all year in the
school’s shop classroom, lengthening drag chassis,
strengthening steering rods, ﬁne tuning carburetors,
and more. In short, they’ve been applying their newly
acquired technical and mechanical knowledge by turning wrecks into hot running machines.

place on the site of the former Waldport High School,
Hwy. 34 and Lower Crestline Drive.
For complete info, go online to
www.WaldportIrish.com and look for the WHS Mowdown information under the “community” tab.

If you want to ﬁnd out how you can participate, send
an email to: Daniel.Wirick@lincoln.k12.or.us u

Wirick thanks community members who, earlier in the
school year, answered his plea for donations of
derelict, rusty and decrepit riding lawnmowers, pieces
and parts. Now, he hopes the community will step forward again and show support by attending the Waldport High School Mowdown & Swap Meet, taking

turning WreCKs into Hot roDs

The Waldport High School Advanced Material Technology
students, along with members of the WHS Racing Club, are
preparing for the Mowdown at the end of May. In top photo,
junior greg Jones grinds a piece of metal. In bottom photo,
junior eston smith tunes up a balky carburetor.

$210,000 Studio to School Project Enhances Music Education in Lincoln City

I

Taft High Jazz Band Performs with Pros at Siletz Bay Music Festival
nternationally renowned musician
Mei-ting sun, with hands poised
over the piano in photo at left, looks
expectantly at teacher/conductor
andy Hordichok to signal the start of
the performance with his ensemble –
the Taft High School Jazz Band.
This event happened during last year’s
Siletz Bay Music Festival. Annually,
Lincoln City band students have the
amazing opportunity to perform with
nationally and internationally known
artists during the Festival. Through rehearsals and public performances, students are learning from accomplished
performers.
This talent will be on display once
again during this year’s Siletz Bay
Music Festival. The Taft High Jazz Band
will perform with percussionist and
composer Mark goodenberger, pic-
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tured below, at a free community concert 7 p.m. on friday, June 26, at the
Lincoln City Cultural Center. Go online
to siletzbaymusic.org for more information about the 2015 Festival.
This incredible opportunity is just one
of the beneﬁts realized by music students in Lincoln County School District’s north area schools, from the
Studio to School Project.

The STS Project is funded by a grant,
with $210,000 being distributed over
three years by the Oregon Community
Foundation, with a possibility of
$70,000 for an additional two years,
according to
Christine tell,
chair of the
Siletz Bay Music
Festival. u
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Children’s Fair

saturday, May 16th — 1:30 pM to 4:30 pM
oceanlake elementary — 2420 ne 22nd st. — lincoln City

amilies are invited to attend this free Children’s Fair oﬀering great information, resources, and fun
for adults and children. While the focus is on children ages 0 - 8, everyone is welcome to attend. At
the fair, adults will learn about all the amazing local businesses and services that are here in Lincoln
County to help you and your family. Children will have the chance to
play, make crafts, win books, and have FUN! There will be giveaways
and door prizes, free books, snacks and games, too!
q Learn about Head Start

q Find Child Care

q Sign Up for Library Card

q Tour a Kindergarten Classroom

q Learn about Home Visiting
Services

q Find Fun Summer Activities

q Taste & Learn to Make Healthy
Family Meals

I M P O R TA N T D AT E S

n SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

n SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT DAY*

Oceanlake Elementary | 7 PM | Tuesday, May 12
No School at all schools
Friday, May 22
except Toledo Jr/Sr High, which is in session

n MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
No School, No School Staff

n SENIORS’ LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

Wednesday, June 3

n SENIOR COMMENCEMENT

Congratulations to our 400+ graduating seniors,
and best wishes with life’s adventures to come!
Friday, June 5
Career Tech......5:30 PM
Eddyville ................7 PM

q Learn about School Readiness
Classes for Parents

Saturday, June 6
Siletz Valley ...........2 PM
Waldport ................2 PM
Taft....................2:15 PM
Toledo....................4 PM
Newport ................6 PM

q And much, much, more!

Children’s Fair is presented by the Lincoln County P3 Project — Lincoln County School District and community partners, through
grant funding provided by the Oregon Community Foundation, is working to align prenatal-third grade (P-3) learning. This will
create a bridge between early learning and schools by providing tools and resources to educators and families. The goal is for
children to arrive at school ready to learn and continue to be successful students through third grade and beyond. u

Monday, May 25

n SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

Newport High | 7 PM | Tuesday, June 9

Emerging Readers

a

t a recent membership luncheon of the greater newport
area Chamber of Commerce, ﬁrst- and second-graders
from sam Case elementary school showed oﬀ their reading
skills by reading aloud to an
encouraging adult. Some children spoke barely above the
sound of a whisper, while others
were animated and engaged. No
matter the skill level, the adults
were clearly delighted to help in
this annual reading exercise.
In photos, clockwise from top right:
School Board Chairman liz Martin
listens as Kenya estrada reads from
“Put Me In the Zoo.”
Dallas Davis reads to ursula
Marinelli of Paciﬁc Communities Health District Foundation.
annie ingersoll
of Friends of
Yaquina Lighthouses listens as
emilio siqueiros
reads from one
of his favorite
books.
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noah poston is
clearly comfortable as he reads
to a chamber
member, oﬀ
frame. u
UARTERLY

n LAST DAY FOR STUDENTS
Half Day of School

Friday, June 12

n END OF 2ND SEMESTER Friday, June 12
n RECORDS DAY / TEACHERS’ LAST DAY
n SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

*

Monday, June 15

Newport High | 7 PM | Date TBD in July

PLEASE NOTE: All LCSD school calendars follow
the same basic schedule, with some differences for
staff development, early release, end of progress,
etc. Please verify dates by checking the calendar at
your child’s school or online at:

www.lincoln.k12.or.us

Your School Board

Liz Martin Chairman - Karen Bondley Vice Chairman
Ron Beck - Kelley Ellis - Amanda Remund

LCSD VISION:

Quality Learning For All

LCSD MISSION:

To Develop Passionate Learners
and Responsible Citizens

DISTRICT DIALOG

is produced four
times a year in English & Spanish. Current & past issues
are posted online at: www.lincoln.k12.or.us > our District
> Community newsletter. Questions? Contact Communications Coordinator Mary Jo Kerlin at 541-265-4412.
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