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preparing our students
for jobs of the future

Y

ou may have heard the term “STEM” in connection
with education, and wondered what it means.
There is an increased nationwide focus on STEM
because many jobs of the future will have one thing in
common – the need for an educational background in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, or
STEM.
To help prepare our students for the future, teachers
across Lincoln County are increasing their focus on STEM
instruction, and students have more opportunities than
ever to engage in STEM learning experiences, in and out
of school.
ruth Mcdonald, LCSD Community Curriculum Resource
Liaison, explains that STEM connections result in real contexts built into instruction, curriculum, and assessment.
The common element of problem-solving is emphasized
across all STEM disciplines allowing students to discover,
explore, and apply critical thinking skills as they learn.
teachers benefit froM steM workshops
Some of the STEM projects and learning our students
and teachers are engaged in this year include teacher workshops for building wind turbines, underwater remotely
operated vehicles (ROVs), and simulated wave energy devices. Teachers are sharing what they have learned with
their students, who are engineering these high-tech devices.

One of the teachers who joined the Wind/
Wave Energy Workshop this past fall was faith
forshee, who teaches grades 5-8 at Crestview
Heights School in Waldport.
“The ability to be the ‘student’ while building
and then testing a wave energy buoy really prepared me for presenting brand new information
to a middle school class this fall,” Forshee said.
“Bill Hanshumaker and Ruby Moon, both marine experts, talked to us about wave energy
and the current designs being developed to
harness the energy,” she continued. “I walked
away feeling much more prepared to present
the same information to my classes!”
learning about wind energy. Seventh- and eighth-graders at
students engaged in steM learning
Crestview Heights School build a windmill.
Showcasing their knowledge, LCSD students
will compete in the upcoming Renewable Energy
several diﬀerent types of robots. Both schools have robotChallenge (March 15) and Third Annual Oregon Regional
ics clubs, Newport has a First Robotics Team, and several
MATE ROV competition (May 10). Teams of students are
of the school district’s middle schools and elementary
anticipated from Oceanlake Elementary, Taft High 7-12,
schools have LEGO Robotics Teams.
Toledo Elementary, Toledo Jr./Sr. High, Crestview Heights,
All schools have a class set of iPads that teachers can
and Waldport High, as well as several of the 21st Century
check out, and students are learning to use the iPads to
Community Learning Center afterschool sites.
create and share digital content, including writing and
Robotics classes are oﬀered at both Waldport High and
publishing books and short movies.
Newport High. In this class, students learn to program
Students from all grades across the district are involved
in problem-based learning projects that integrate STEM
and literacy skills, through grants from Project SEAL and
the Oregon Coast Regional STEM Center. Projects include
salmon studies, ocean acidiﬁcation research, developing
schoolyard habitats and “green” schools, earthquake and
and you will be hearing more about Lincoln County’s
tsunami preparedness, community parks and outdoor
devotion to the ocean (or “Devocean”) in the coming
learning environment development, marine debris studdays and weeks.
ies, aquarium exhibit design, and more. High school
We really are fortunate to live and work in this magniﬁteachers and their students in Newport, Waldport and
cent area. I am proud to be a part of this school district
Toledo are collaborating with scientists at Oregon State
and would like to thank the students, staﬀ and comUniversity on estuarine, mud shrimp parasites, and
munity members for all they bring to LCSD.
salmon migration research. Also, science mentors support
the annual Science Fair in Newport elementary schools.
I hope you enjoy this edition! I welcome your input,
Lincoln County School District’s strong community parteither by email (tom.rinearson@lincoln.k12.or.us) or
nerships
support many STEM opportunities for our stuby phone (541-265-4403). You can also visit us on the
dents,
and
more are in development.
web at www.lincoln.k12.or.us. Thank you for being a
If
you’d
like
to get involved or would like more informapart of our district and community.
tion on LCSD’s STEM programs, contact Ruth McDonald by
sincerely,
email at: ruth.mcdonald@lincoln.k12.or.us. u

Letter from Your Superintendent
dear lincoln county school
district residents:
As we begin a new calendar year,
our focus remains on providing
the best education possible for
our students. We want to be
better today than we were
yesterday, and better tomorrow
toM
than we are today. We are also
rinearson
focused on building a budget for
the coming school year, and on transition plans as new
employees in key positions are identiﬁed.
Of the many wonderful programs that we oﬀer, I
would like to highlight ocean literacy at this time. We
have fostered a great many partnerships in this eﬀort
and are now seeing the “fruits of our labor” as it
branches out in so many areas. The Oregon Coast
Aquarium is starting a new program (“Oceanscape”),
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TA K I N G
NO T E
NEWS OF INTEREST
from around the district

Gym Dedication to Honor
Superintendent Rinearson
everyone is invited to celebrate the
dedication of the new gymnasium at
Sam Case Primary School in Newport –
which will carry the name “Rinearson
Court” in honor of retiring Superintendent Tom Rinearson.
A reception and dedication ceremony is
planned for 6:15 p.m.Tuesday, Feb. 11,
in the school gym. this will be followed
by the regular monthly meeting of the
LCSD School Board.

tions Survey. the link can be found at
www.lincoln.k12.or.us. those without
computer access may request a paper
copy by calling 541-265-4412.
Please complete the survey by March 3.
Your input will help us enhance efforts
for more effective two-way communication between the schools and the community.

LCSD Schools Practice
Shelter-in-Place Procedure
What if a tanker truck carrying hazardous
materials crashes near a school – how
would students, teachers and staff protect themselves?
thanks to a comprehensive district
emergency plan and regular drills, they
are prepared to take quick action. in
November, LCSD schools conducted
Shelter-in-Place drills. this is a multistep procedure to seal off individual
classrooms. it includes closing all
windows and doors, sealing gaps with
wet towels, shutting off HVAC systems,
and covering and sealing windows,
doors and vents with plastic sheeting

At last month’s meeting, the Board
agreed to dedicate the gym in Rinearson’s name because of his remarkable
contributions to students, staff and community during his 10 years of service,
July 2004 through June 2014.

and tape.
As part of the drill at
Crestview Heights School in
Waldport, the Student Leadership class measured, cut
and labeled sheeting for use
in the school’s media center
in case of emergency.

Oceanscape
Network Helps
Students Explore
After three years in development, the Oregon Coast
Aquarium officially launched
its Oceanscape Network
website on Jan. 13.

Not only does the site offer natural history information about the Oregon coast
and adjacent areas, but it allows middle
school and high school teachers the
chance to build fRee online communities to help their students learn the
process of conducting science.
five inquiry-based science modules are
currently available and more will be
added over the next
year. All the curriculum
complies with Oregon
educational standards
and the Ocean Literacy
principles.

Survey: How Well Do We
Communicate with You?
Do you know what is happening in your
local schools? Do you know where to
go when you have a compliment, comment or complaint about your local
school? Do you feel connected to your
local school and school district?
in short...how well do we – Lincoln
County School District and our individual Schools – communicate with you?
LCSD is asking for your input with a
confidential Community Communica-

toledo high school Junior tori strickler explores
Oregon wildﬂowers (see Oceanscape story at left).

crestview heights’ student leadership class
prepared for possible “shelter-in-place” emergencies by cutting
plastic sheeting to cover vents, windows and doors. Seventhgrader raeven dougherty, left, is helped by media/technology
teaching assistant Mary woods (see story above).

Additionally, Oceanscape will help young
people find ways to explore nature, whether in
the classroom or on
their own. features introduce young adults to
hiking, fishing, surfing,
camping and much
more – and provide interactive ways to share
their experiences, photos and videos. Keeping
with the network concept, educators can also
submit information on

relevant clubs, projects or conservation
programs to be shared with other visitors.
to learn more, visit http://oceanscape.
aquarium.org or find it on twitter, tumblr and Goodreads.

NHS Grad Creates ‘Alien
in My Pocket’ Book Series
LCSD teachers and staff are proud of
the strong educational foundation they
provide students, preparing them for a
successful future.
One of these successful graduates is
Nate Ball, a Newport High alumnus.
Google his name and you’ll discover
that Ball has been a host on the PBS
kid’s show “Design Squad,” has appeared on an episode of “myth
Busters,” a History Channel special on
Batman technology, and more. Nate
holds two degrees in mechanical engineering from mit, is an inventor, a business owner, and accomplished
pole-vaulter. Now, he can add “author”
to this list.
Ball was invited to write a series of fun
children’s books that mix Common
Core-aligned science standards with
safe, hands-on experiments and hilarious stories geared for young readers.
Check it out at AlieninmyPocket.com. u

School Staff Trained to Diffuse Violent Behavior

S

tanding toe-to-toe and face-to-face with each
other, school staﬀ members experience the discomfort of having their personal space invaded.

Then, they practice the “supportive stance” technique of standing at a right angle about an arm’s length
away. This allows someone to approach a hostile individual to diﬀuse a potentially violent situation while
keeping everyone safe from harm.
This was just one lesson learned during a recent
eight-hour Nonviolent Crisis Intervention® (NCI) train-

practicing the supportive stance technique.
School Psychologist cyndi henry, far left, is one of three
certiﬁed NCI trainers in Lincoln County School District. She
is pictured with district staﬀ during a recent session at Taft
High 7-12 in Lincoln City.
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ing at Taft High 7-12. Each year, the school district’s special education staﬀ are required to take NCI training.
School administrators and other school staﬀ members
are also invited to participate. During recent trainings,
close to 45 district employees were trained.
NCI lessons focus on PREVENTION and oﬀer
proven strategies for safely defusing anxious, hostile, or
violent behavior at the earliest possible stage. Participants learn practical, common-sense approaches for
identifying behaviors that can escalate into full-blown
crises. They are provided a series of simple yet powerful nonverbal and verbal techniques to calm hostile or
agitated individuals.
If verbal hostility turns into physical aggression,
the training shows when and how to use physical intervention to maximize the safety of all involved.
Lincoln County School District has three NCI Certiﬁed Trainers: Autism Specialist Marcia slack, Special
Education teacher sue taylor, and School Psychologist
cyndi henry. u
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Superintendent Search Timeline
reSponDing
To rumorS
about oregon Coast
Community College

A professional search is under way to replace superintendent tom rinearson, who is retiring
as a well-respected and admired educator and leader – the past 10 years in Lincoln County.
In October, the search consultant, A. Gregory McKenzie of Window to Leadership, surveyed
community members, educators and students to help the LCSD Board of Education determine
desired qualiﬁcations and characteristics for the new superintendent. He also developed the
following timeline for the recruitment process:
Jan. 31: Application period closes.
feb. 5-8: Screening Committee & School Board will screen applications.

dear lincoln county school district personnel, students, parents and guardians:
Recently I’ve heard several rumors that are contrary to what activities are taking
place at your Oregon Coast Community College. Because of the critical nature of
the misinformation, I would like to directly address the misleading and incorrect
statements for Lincoln County School District stakeholders.

r uMor 1: someone told me that occc is no longer an accredited college.
r esponse: OCCC is not independently accredited but derives its present
accreditation status through a contract with an accredited institution. This has
been a continuous arrangement since 1987, the college’s ﬁrst year of operation.
Accreditation enables OCCC credits earned in college level courses to transfer to
other institutions. Another beneﬁt to maintaining a continuous contracting
arrangement is that OCCC students have access to Federal Student Aid (ﬁnancial
aid). Currently OCCC contracts with Clatsop Community College and is in the
process of transitioning to Portland Community College (PCC).

feb. 20-22: School Board will conduct initial interviews.
March 3-7: Public “Meet & Greet” sessions will be held for ﬁnalists; watch for details
on LCSD website and local news
outlets. School Board will
conduct second interviews.
March 11: School Board will announce
ﬁnal selection and
oﬃcially oﬀer a
contract.
July 1: New Superintendent
will begin employment
with Lincoln County
School District. u

School
improVemenTS

r uMor 2: i heard that occc could not identify another college with which to
contract.

r esponse: Talks with other college presidents began within three hours of
being notiﬁed about the need to identify another college (I know this, because I
was doing the talking!). By early October, we identiﬁed Portland Community
College as the best option to support OCCC students and for pursuing
independent accreditation. In November, the PCC Board of Education approved
their president to move towards drafting a contract with OCCC. The OCCC Board
of Education approved a similar declaration at the December 2013 board
meeting. Transition teams from both colleges have been working together to
create a seamless transition for students.

r uMor 3: i thought i heard that oregon coast community college classes are
no longer transferrable.

r esponse: OCCC’s college level credit courses have been and will continue to be
transferrable to other colleges and universities. The transferrable nature of
OCCC credits (college level courses) and degrees is due to the college being
diligent in maintaining contractual agreements. Transfer students should always
confer with an advisor for the college that will be receiving the credits earned at
OCCC in order to understand how these credits will be applied to their speciﬁc
major.

r uMor 4: i heard somewhere that credits earned through the high school’s
expanded options program are not transferrable.

r esponse: The OCCC credits earned by Expanded Options students are
transferrable and appear on the student’s oﬃcial record (transcript) as a regular
OCCC college level course. The transcript does not carry any Expanded Options
notation. Expanded Options students attend class alongside other college
students, complete the same assignments, and pass the same exams.
I hope that these responses reinforce that OCCC is awarding college level,
transferrable credits and that Expanded Options students are earning these
credits. We are also working to ensure that disruption in the student’s path to
completing courses, degrees and certiﬁcate will be minimized during this shift to
Portland Community College. As we move thorough 2014, Oregon Coast
Community College is eager to engage residents, businesses and communities
throughout the county. We are open for business!
If you have further questions do not hesitate to contact my
oﬃce (541-867-8530) or Cindy Carlson, Director of Student
Services (541-867-8511).

KOiKE

sincerely,
bruce koike, Interim President
oregon coast community college

W

ith the grand opening of the new
Waldport High School in September,
many people may think the “to-do list” of
capital improvement projects at local
schools is ﬁnished. In fact, work is scheduled through the next several months at
many district schools, on such projects as
new unit ventilators and rooﬁng.
“We are done with our biggest projects
but still have work that will keep us busy
through June 2015,” says rich belloni,
LCSD Director of Support Services.
“The good news is that we will accomplish all bond projects that we said we
would do, that all 39 portable classroom
buildings are now gone, and that there are
no more schools in the tsunami zone!”
In May 2011, county voters approved a
$63 million bond measure to fund school
improvement projects. Right after the election, the school district “hit the ground running and we haven’t slowed down a bit
since,” Belloni says. “We intentionally created
a tight construction schedule to get kids
into new classrooms as quickly as possible.”
To date, the school district has completed
all scheduled new construction,
totaling approximately 170,400 square feet.
Along with the all new waldport high
school, the new construction includes classrooms and other school improvements at:
=Oceanlake Elementary =Newport High
=Newport Intermediate =Newport Prep
=Sam Case Primary
=Taft Elementary

=Taft High 7-12
=Toledo Jr/Sr High

= Toledo Elementary

school iMproveMent work
still to be coMpleted includes:
=Installing approximately 65 unit ventilators and digital controls in classrooms at
Taft Elementary, Toledo Junior/Senior High,
Newport Prep Academy and Newport High
=Replacing ineﬃcient windows at Taft
Elementary
=Upgrading rooﬁng at Taft Elementary,
Toledo Jr/Sr High, and Newport High; and
=Completing all construction punch list
items at Waldport High.
darla zagel, the school district’s design
consultant, has been working with the architect for the new Waldport High School,
and the two “have pages of punch list
items,” Belloni says. “They are very picky
and will make sure everything is done to
their high standards.”
In addition, the district has hired Systems
West Engineers, based in Eugene, to perform
a third-party independent review of the
mechanical and electrical systems completed as part of new construction at Waldport High, Toledo Jr/Sr High, Toledo
Elementary, Oceanlake and Taft Elementary.
This will ensure that the builders have met
all contractual requirements.
This company also will review mechanical
and electrical systems near the end of the
warranty period. u

To see PRojecT coMPleTIoN lIST, view the PhoTo GAlleRy and MoRe,
visit us online — www.lincoln.k12.or.us > our District > Bond Projects
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Raising Awareness
of Ocean Education

As superintendent
tom rinearson said about
his support of ocean
education:
“Students learn best
when there is a context to
their learning. What better
context than where they
live! The ocean is the
biggest body of water on the planet. Why wouldn’t
we want people to know about it or the impacts it has
to oneself, to our place of home, to earth itself?”

n recent years, LCSD administrators, teachers,
students and community partners in marine
science and education have collaborated together
to study the ocean in innovative ways. Perhaps no
other coastal school district in the country has
committed so many diverse resources to that end.
It’s all about a devotion to the ocean or
“Devocean.” This is the newly minted name for
Lincoln County’s overarching and ongoing eﬀort of
study and stewardship of the ocean, the world’s
greatest classroom. And for students in Lincoln
County, that’s practically in their backyard!

Devocean is an exciting and new awarenessraising campaign debuting later this school year that
will showcase through traditional and new media the
many extraordinary happenings related to ocean
education in the district. Devocean seeks to raise the
quality and proﬁle of ocean education to provide the
district with a special identity that will inspire and
unify teachers, students, administrators, and
community partners in their engagement with the
ocean.
Some of the activities associated with the
campaign will include a sand stencil kit for students,

I

social media postings about ocean education-related
ﬁeld trips, short student and teacher produced
videos, print posters, and
innovative workshops for
teachers that encompass
more than just traditional
marine science. u
Watch for More
Information about Devocean
in Coming Weeks!

I m p o r ta n t D at e s
n School BoARD MeeTING

Sam Case Primary | 7 Pm | tuesday, feb. 11

n School IMPRoveMeNT DAy *

No Students (at most schools) friday, feb. 14

n PReSIDeNTS DAy holIDAy

No School, No School Staff monday, feb. 17

n eND oF FIRST PRoGReSS (2ND SeM.)
(at most schools)

Art Education in Lincoln County Schools

“

Every child is an artist. The
problem is how to remain an artist
once we grow up.” ~ Pablo Picasso

n School BoARD MeeTING

toledo elementary | 7 Pm | tuesday, march 11

n SPRING BReAk
No School,
No School Staff
march 24-28

As the Spanish artist Pablo Picasso noted, children are naturally creative. However, art
teachers provide them with the tools, techniques and courage to make beautiful art.
Lincoln County School District is fortunate to have thriving partnerships with
community arts organizations – such as Let There Be Arts and Oregon Coast Council
for the Arts – to enhance
the art education oﬀered by our teachers.
erin price is one of LCSD’s full-time art teachers,
serving Crestview Heights School and Waldport High
School. She shared photos of her kindergarten
through 12th grade students busy making art.

n School BoARD MeeTING

taft elementary | 7 Pm | tuesday, April 8

n PAReNT-TeAcheR coNFeReNceS

evening Conferences................. Wed. April 16
Day/evening Conferences........ thurs. April 17
No School for Students ............ thurs. April 17
No School, No teachers........... friday, April 18

*

“I have seen tremendous growth in ﬁne motor and
visual perception at all levels, especially primary, and
have been SO proud of how my high school
students have progressed,” she said. For example. . .

n eND oF SecoND PRoGReSS (2ND SeM.)

= After months of practice with pencil drawing,
visual discrimination, line placement and shading
techniques, high schoolers moved on to learn
colored pencil techniques.

the school calendars for NewPoRT hIGh, NewPoRT PReP AcADeMy, TAFT hIGh 7-12 & ToleDo
juNIoR / SeNIoR hIGh are different from other LCSD
schools. Please verify dates for these four schools at the
school office or view calendars online at:

= Third-graders have studied the work of
Gustav Klimt, observed photos and bark
of birch trees, and learned
watercolor techniques.
= Top Right: The printmaking process
was introduced, with high schoolers
doing potato printmaking.
= Top Left: Fourth-grader ava fogg uses
what she has learned about line, color,
and pattern to create a colorful portrait.
= Bottom Left: Fourth-graders completed
their study of stained glass art by
incorporating line, shape and color design
in special paper projects. Students
baylee Mcelroy, tater irwin, and david
weigand-Janty show their work. u
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*

tuesday, march 11

(at most schools)

Wednesday, April 30

*
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