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Building social readiness skills & future academic success through

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING
T

ence,” she says. “We can create a high quality, united syshe ages birth through ﬁve years are fascinating, with
tem that starts very early and continues through the
children learning at an astonishing rate every single
school years by sharing a common understanding of what
day. In fact, research shows that the most rapid brain deschool readiness looks like, and oﬀering the supvelopment occurs before age 5.
port to provide training on how to help children
Just as important as this early development is for
develop these skills.”
the child is a smooth transition into school.
Lincoln County School District is supporting these
early years by creating a welcoming and easy transihow this wiLL be accompLished
tion from early childhood into school life for children
During the coming school year, LCSD will focus
and families. That is where Lauren sigman comes in.
on
supporting its teen parent program, improvSigman
Sigman is the Early Learning Coordinator for LCSD.
ing the quality of school-based and community
She is working to build strong partnerships with early child- child care, collaborating with community partners to dehood care providers and with agencies that serve young
velop an early childhood learning hub, continuing with alchildren and their families. She also is working to engage
ready established LIFT parenting classes, and preparing for
and support families that have children who will soon be
full-day kindergarten in LCSD schools beginning in the
starting kindergarten.
2015-2016 school year.
“Parents are one of the most important resources we
“Our goal is to remove barriers so all children arrive at
have for teaching children. It is vital that we create transischool ready to learn, and for them to continue to be suction plans and events that welcome parents and families
cessful students through third grade and beyond,” says
mommies on the bus go shh, shh, shh!
into
kindergarten
and
set
a
solid
foundation
for
children’s
betsy wilcox, Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment AdDuring a child care/child development lab this past June,
future
success
in
school,”
Sigman
says.
ministrator for LCSD. “It is important to instill a culture of
Newport Prep Academy student saranda umbarger helps a
“Partnerships
with
child
care
providers
will
also
be
imlearning in the early years in order to make an impact on a
toddler, Rigel Rogers, sing the classic children’s song, “Wheels
portant as they serve as a child’s ﬁrst school-like experichild’s life into adulthood.”
on the Bus.”
To help with this eﬀort, LCSD was awarded a Prenatal
through Grade 3 Alignment grant from the Oregon Community Foundation. Over the next three years, the funds
will allow LCSD to work with community partners to build
a P-3 leadership team, gather data about the P-3 populadear Lincoln county school district Residents:
with our existing community partnerships, the
tion, and use this data to analyze the gaps and strengths in
dedicated professionals who serve in our schools, and
This issue of District Dialog is my ﬁrst as your
the county’s early childhood education opportunities.
a little support from you, the residents of Lincoln
Superintendent. The school district has been left to us
In addition, the P-3 alignment will beneﬁt the school disCounty, this school district will soon ﬁnd itself among
in very stable condition thanks, in large part, to Tom
trict’s existing Early Childhood Education programs, which
the elite in the state of Oregon.
Rinearson and his 10 years of service to Lincoln County
include the following:
School District. The bond work is ﬁnishing up as
I hope you enjoy this edition! I welcome your input,
teen paRent pRogRam
promised, and we are now entering a new phase of
either by email (steve.boynton@lincoln.k12.or.us) or
This program oﬀers options for pregnant or parenting
school improvement, one that focuses on academic
by phone (541-265-4403). You can also visit us on the
teens
or young adults through the age of 21 to continue
achievement and the future success of our children. I
Web (www.lincoln.k12.or.us), ﬁnd us on Facebook
their
education
and earn a high school diploma. Students
am excited about what we will be able to accomplish
(Lincoln County School District - Oregon) and follow us
enrolled
in
the
Teen
Parent Program are eligible to receive
together over the next several years.
on Twitter (@LCSD_Oregon).
free high quality child care on the school campus as well as
This next phase of school improvement starts with
Thank you for being a part of
one-on-one support from a Teen Parent Coordinator.
the school culture. We are working diligently to create
our district and community.
The program is oﬀered at two sites –Taft High 7-12 to
schools that are safe, welcoming, and invite the
serve north area students, and Newport High School, servsincerely,
development of the social, emotional, and intellectual
ing students in Newport, Waldport, and Toledo.
capacities of every child. If we achieve this, then we
continued on Page 3
can engage children and their families in a meaningful
way as partners in their education.
steve boynton
boynton
It takes a village to raise a child. I am conﬁdent that
Superintendent
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NEWS OF INTEREST
from around the district

Taft elementary educator
named Teacher of the Year
Valerie Baker, a fifth-grade teacher at
taft elementary School in Lincoln City,
was named teacher of
the Year 2013-2014 by
the Lincoln County education Association. She
has taught in the school
district since November
1992, at Arcadia elementary in toledo and
baker
the past seven years at
taft elementary.

standing of the necessity for student
hands-on participation,” miller wrote. “i
must say that writing this letter and talking with colleagues about how deserving
Valerie is of this award was worth the
time and energy because we believe that
she is the teacher of the Year every
year!”
the award was presented to Baker in
June, during a private reception held by
school staff.
Baker is lauded for teaching her students
about wildlife, stewardship and watersheds, the local fishing community, and
ocean science; and for integrating science, technology, engineering, and math
into all projects. in addition, she sponsored the after-school art club for 18
years. Her influence also extends beyond her own classroom and school,
with active involvement in districtwide
and community activities.

3 nHS graduates earn
Prestigious ib Diplomas

Fellow teacher Kimberly Miller wrote
the nomination letter, which was signed
by more than two dozen others.

in July, three recent Newport High
School graduates, Jacob hanna,
rachel Johnson and Sophia Solano, in
photo from left, were awarded the prestigious and rewarding international Baccalaureate (iB) Diploma.

“i have never witnessed a more resourceful, exuberant, talented, and respectful teacher as Valerie Baker. Over
the years, ms. Baker has proven herself
a devoted educator with a clear under-

to earn the iB diploma, these three students took exams in six iB courses during their junior and senior years;
completed a 4,000-word essay based on
an independent research project; and

2014 Graduates
WHAT IS IN THEIR FUTURE ?
newport

2
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waldport

Plan to attend college: . . . . . . 107 . . . . . . . . 40 . . . . . . . . 16 . . . . . . . . 20
Plan to attend vocational/
technical/trade school: . . . . . . 12 . . . . . . . . 10 . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . 0
Plan to join military: . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 5 . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 1
Plan to travel, work, other: . . . . . . 8 . . . . . . . . . 18 . . . . . . . . 20 . . . . . . . . 19
Amount Awarded in scholarships: $682,462
$306,182 $336,900
(unoﬃcial information based on graduating senior survey)

$289,250

documented and reflected on their
150 hours of creativity, action and
service.
“the iB program was one of the
most challenging experiences i’ve
had, yet it was also the most rewarding,” Johnson said. “the
friendships, academic skills,
preparation for college, and self
confidence i have developed over
the past two years were well
worth all of the late nights, stress,
and hard work.”
Students who complete the iB program
can be rewarded with scholarships and
enough credits to skip their freshman
year in college.
this is the fifth year that Newport High

– Technology – engIneerIng –

student competitions: Last spring, a multitude of
in-school and after-school student teams participated in
– and won! – two intense competitions: the Oregon Coast
Renewable Energy Challenge and Marine Advanced Technology Education Remotely Operated Vehicles (MATE
ROV).
These engineering challenges will continue this year,
and more LCSD teams than ever are expected to participate. Teams from Taft High may join Newport High in the
First Robotics competition this year, while students at
Waldport High School will be designing and building their
own underwater sensors and collecting data for NOAA.
pRofessionaL deveLopment: This summer, teachers
throughout the district took part in STEM professional development designed to support them in providing exciting, challenging, and engaging STEM Projects for their
students in the coming year.
Twenty-four teachers spent a week in the Math Science
Partnership (MSP) Workshop called, “A Bay a Day.” They
collected water quality data from Alsea Bay by kayak, from
Yaquina Bay on a Marine Discovery Tours ship, and from
Tillamook and Netarts Bays, while clamming on foot.
Teachers learned how to use ﬁeld experiences to design
STEM projects that will help students prepare for the new

toledo

Number of graduates: . . . . . . 126 . . . . . . . 67 . . . . . . . . 39 . . . . . . . . 41

STEM Update

O

ur ongoing partnerships with Oregon
Coast Aquarium, Oregon State University/Oregon Sea Grant, Oregon
ScIence
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and many
other partners are providing Lincoln County
students and teachers with increased opportunities for
STEM learning experiences.

taft

fLoating LaboRatoRy. Taft Elementary teachers beth
parsons, left, and Kara allan look at plankton and do water
testing in Yaquina Bay, aboard the Marine Discovery ship.
Smarter Balanced Performance Assessments and meet
Common Core State Standards. They also focused on data
analysis and integrating math speciﬁcally into projects.
This coming year will be the sixth and ﬁnal year of the
MSP project.
Several groups of teachers prepared for the new school
year working with trainers on how to integrate technology
into instruction, using iPads, Chromebooks, Interactive

School students have earned the iB
Diploma, with a total of 15 earning iB
Diplomas. Students interested in working
toward earning an iB Diploma at Newport High School should contact school
staff during registration in August. u

Whiteboards, and Vernier Probes. Other
teachers focused on instructional strategies
for a balanced math program. The Teacher
MATh
Leaders who are involved with Project SEAL
(Students Engaged in Authentic Literacy) prepared to lead Communities of Practice in their buildings
this coming year, and will support their colleagues in designing and implementing projects that integrate technology, literacy, and ocean literacy into their instruction.
RegionaL stem hub: Many more opportunities for
LCSD students and teachers will be coming up during the
2014-2015 school year, with the establishment of the Oregon Coast Regional STEM Hub, one of six regional STEM
Hubs funded by the Oregon Education Investment Board.
Centered at Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport
and funded through a grant to Lincoln County School District, the Oregon Coast Hub will coordinate STEM learning
experiences for students and STEM professional development for teachers along the entire Oregon Coast. The goal
is to facilitate a “world class STEM education for Oregon
Coast students.”
LeaRn moRe: Exciting information about STEM opportunities for students, parents, teachers, and community partners can be found online at...
• WEBSITE (http://oregoncoaststem. oregonstate.edu)
• FACEBOOk (www.facebook.com/OregonCoastSTEM)
• BLOG (http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/oregoncoaststem)
If you would like to get involved in supporting STEM education in LCSD, or for more information, contact Ruth
mcdonald, LCSD Community Curriculum Resource Liaison, at ruth.mcdonald@lincoln.k12.or.us. u
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north area schools get big musical boost
with Studio to School Grant from Oregon Community Foundation

t

he north area schools of Lincoln county school district will oﬀer a renewed focus on music education over the
next few years, thanks to a $210,000 grant from the oregon community foundation. The grant was awarded
through the Siletz Bay Music Festival, in partnership with the Lincoln City Cultural Center, Taft High 7-12, Oceanlake
Elementary School, and Taft Elementary School.
music teacher Andrew Hordichok will maintain the
what this funding means foR students:
school’s
restoration shop, and welcomes used repairable
• All fourth-grade and ﬁfth-grade students in Lincoln
instruments
and donations.)
City will learn music fundamentals using recorders and
The
grant
will be distributed over the next three years
keyboards.
with
the
possibility
of $70,000 for an additional two years,
• A sixth-grade band will be formed to feed into existing
according
to
Siletz
Bay Music Festival Chair Christine Tell.
bands and music programs in grades 7 through 12.
“All of the Studio to School Project funds will ﬂow di• The schools will extend music opportunities to all
rectly to our schools and will beneﬁt our students, teachstudents in grades k-12 through artists-in-residence,
ers, and community in the years to come. Members of the
concerts, summer camps in musical theater and
Siletz Bay Music Festival are volunteering the hours neccomposition, and workshops with noted musicians.
essary to manage the project,” Tell said.
• Project teachers in literacy/English, mathematics,
social studies and the sciences will have planning time
Oceanlake Elementary Principal Rilke Klingsporn, Taft
to work together and with teaching artists to integrate
Elementary Principal nick Lupo and Taft High 7-12 Princimusic into their classes.
pal majalise tolan are working with Tell, Siletz Bay Music
• Each June, the Lincoln City Cultural Center will host a
Festival Executive Director Sue Parks-Hilden, and Niki
Teacher Exhibition featuring their units and lessons.
Price of the Cultural Center to put into place a plan that
• An annual fund will be established to purchase
will reach the greatest number of students across all
instruments for the sixth-grade band as well as
three schools.
improvements to the sound system and lighting at Taft
The principals anticipate that students will develop an
High 7-12 to create a performance venue. (Taft High
appreciation for the art of music. In addition, they hope

Early Childhood Learning
Pregnant or parenting teens are encouraged to call the Teen Parent Coordinator
serving their high school (541-996-2115
for Taft High and 541-265-9281 for Newport, Toledo and Waldport high schools).

chiLd caRe/chiLd deveLopment Labs
LCSD oﬀers two child care/child development labs. These classrooms are staﬀed
by teachers with extensive education,
training, and hands-on background in early
childhood education. Each classroom
serves as a teaching lab for students who
can earn high school and college credit
while they learn how to manage a classroom, plan age-appropriate and skillappropriate activities for the children, and

to see attendance improve, team skills develop, and reading and mathematics skills strengthened.
“We are very excited to be part of this partnership to
grow music for all of our students in north Lincoln
County,” Tolan said.
The Siletz Bay Music Festival Oﬃce is located in the Lincoln City Cultural Center.
“We are delighted to provide a home for the Studio to
School Project,” Price said. “This signals a new direction in
our partnership with the north Lincoln County schools
and the Siletz Bay Music Festival. We are delighted to provide the support needed.”
The Lincoln City Studio to School Project is one of 18 in
the state to receive this initial funding from the Oregon
Community Foundation Board in this ﬁrst year of awards
from the Fred W. Fields Fund and the Dorothy F. Sherman

Music Education Fund for Children. u

continued from Page 1

actively work with the children in individual
• toledo – 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
and group settings while being mentored
Thursdays at the HELP Center at
by the lead teachers.
Toledo Elementary, for ages 0-5.
In addition to serving as child care
FREE. Call 541-336-4357.
locations for the teen parent program, and
• waldport – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
course instruction for students, the labs
a.m., Tuesdays and Wednesdays at
are open to community children for a fee.
Crestview Heights School. FREE. Call
The labs are:
541-563-8584.
• Tiger Tots (6 weeks to 35 months) at
Linn benton LincoLn hub
Taft High
• Tiny Tigers (3 to 5 years) at Taft High
Oregon’s Early Learning Council
• Baby Cubs (6 weeks to 35 months) at
has been establishing Early Learning
Newport High
Hubs across Oregon, serving to co• Cubby Preschool (3 to 5 year olds) at
ordinate early education and family
Newport High
nhs teen paRent cooRdinatoR cindy blackwood support services help to children
For more information, call Taft High
reads to a small group of children while toddler James and families. Lincoln County is part
School at 541-996-2115 or Newport High
of the Linn Benton Lincoln Early
phaneuf explores the play kitchen.
School at 541-265-9281 ext. 293.
Learning Hub.
LIFT classes will begin the second week
“The learning hub model allows commuLeaRning is fun togetheR
of October. Please contact the number
nities to tailor resources and collaborate
listed for your area and leave a message
“LIFT: Learning is Fun Tomore eﬃciently in providing child care,
with your contact information to receive
gether!” is a kindergarten readihealth, education, and social services to atmore information on when and how to
ness class for children ages 3 to 5
risk families,” Wilcox says.
and their parents. LIFT is based on sign-up.
The hubs, which focus on early child• Lincoln city – 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
the philosophy that parents are
hood education, are part of the state’s 40Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at
40-20 goal to build a seamless system of
the most important teachers of
education from birth to college and career.
their children and that young chil- Taft High. Cost: $15 per day with scholarships for children in homeless living situaThe goal calls for 40 percent of students to
dren learn primarily through play.
tions. Call 541-996-4878.
receive a bachelor’s degree or higher; 40
LIFT classes provide a variety of
• newport – 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
developmentally appropriate acpercent of students to receive an associMondays and Wednesdays at the HELP
tivities that help children reach
ate’s degree or certiﬁcate; and the remainCenter at Yaquina View. FREE. Call 541their potential and be prepared
ing 20 percent to earn a high school
574-5824.
diploma. u
for school.

hands-on LeaRning. Newport Prep Academy
student gracie hall helps a toddler, carmen soriano,
during a child care/child development lab earlier this year.

LinCOLn COunTy CHiLD Care PrOviDerS and anyone else who would like to be involved in any P-3 aCTiviTieS
may call Lauren Sigman at 541-270-2456, or send an email to: lauren.sigman@ lincoln.k12.or.us
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STUDENT REGISTRATION
Students, Old & New, to Register at their School Aug. 11-22

S

ummer vacation is winding down for approximately 5,100 local public school students. Student registration in Lincoln
County School District gets underway in mid-August, with the ﬁrst day of school on Sept. 2 for many students.

Lcsd student RegistRation scheduLe
oceanLaKe eLementaRy schooL
taft eLementaRy schooL
taft high schooL
• Monday, Aug. 11 . . . . . . . .8:30 AM to 3 PM
• Tuesday, Aug. 12 . . . . . . . .8:30 AM to 3 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 13 . . . . .8:30 AM to 3 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 14 . . . .8:30 AM to 7:30 PM
• Friday, Aug. 15 . . . . . . . .8:30 AM to 12 PM

sam case pRimaRy schooL
• Tuesday, Aug. 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 AM to 7 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 13 . . . . . . . . . .9 AM to 7 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 AM to 7 PM
Spanish Translation 2 PM to 7 PM each day
newpoRt inteRmediate schooL
isaac newton magnet schooL
• Monday, Aug. 18 . . . . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM
• Tuesday, Aug. 19 . . . . . . . .12 PM to 4 PM & 5 PM to 8 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 20 . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 21 . . . . . . .12 PM to 4 PM & 5 PM to 8 PM
• Friday, Aug. 22 . . . . . . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM
Spanish Translation Tuesday and Thursday

toLedo eLementaRy schooL
• Tuesday, Aug. 12 . . . . . . . . . .8 AM to 7 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 13 . . . . . . .9 AM to 4 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 14 . . . . . . . . .10 AM to 7 PM
toLedo JR./sR. high schooL
• Tuesday, Aug. 12 . . . . . . . .8 AM to 3:30 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 13 . . . . .8 AM to 4:30 PM
& 6:30 PM to 8 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 14 . . . . . . . . .12 PM to 7 PM
• Friday, Aug. 15 . . . . . . . . .12 PM to 3:30 PM

newpoRt pRep academy
newpoRt high schooL
• seniors:
Monday, Aug. 18 . . . . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM
• Juniors:
Tuesday, Aug. 19 . . . . . . . . .12 PM to 4 PM & 5 PM to 8 PM
• sophomores:
Wednesday, Aug. 20 . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM
• freshmen:
Thursday, Aug. 21 . . . . . . .12 PM to 4 PM & 5 PM to 8 PM
• 7th & 8th graders:
Friday, Aug. 22 . . . . . . . . . . .9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM

cRestview heights schooL
waLdpoRt high schooL
• Tuesday, Aug. 19 . . . . . . . .8 AM to 3:30 PM
• Wednesday, Aug. 20 . . . . .8 AM to 3:30 PM
• Thursday, Aug. 21 . . . . . . .8 AM to 7:30 PM

FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL

I M p o r Ta n T D aT E S
n STuDenT regISTrATIon
See story at left for details

Aug. 11-22

n School BoArD MeeTIng

Newport intermediate | 7 Pm | tuesday, Aug. 12

n lABor DAy holIDAy

monday, Sept. 1

n FIrST DAy oF School
tuesday, Sept. 2
See story at left for details

n KInDergArTen

orIenTATIon
Sept. 2-5

n FIrST DAy oF

KInDergArTen
monday, Sept. 8

n School BoArD MeeTIng

taft High | 7 Pm | tuesday, Sept. 9

n TeAcher InSerVIce – oceAn lITerAcy
No School for Students

thursday, Oct. 9

n STATewIDe InSerVIce DAy
No School for Students

Friday, Oct. 10

n School BoArD MeeTIng

Waldport High | 7 Pm | tuesday, Oct. 14

n PArenT-TeAcher conFerenceS

evening Conferences.......Wednesday, Oct. 22
Day/evening Conferences... thursday, Oct. 23
No School for Students ....... thursday, Oct. 23
No School, No teachers........... Friday, Oct. 24

n TeAcher InSerVIce
No School for Students

n VeTerAnS DAy

No School, No Staff

monday, Nov. 10
tuesday, Nov. 11

noTe: All LCSD school calendars follow
*thePleASe
same basic schedule, with some differences for
staff development, early release, end of progress, etc.
Please verify dates by checking the calendar at your
child’s school or online at: www.lincoln.k12.or.us

tuesday, sept. 2
fiRst day of schooL foR:
• All students who are new to Lincoln County School District.

wednesday, sept. 3
fiRst day of schooL foR:
• All other students, EXCEPT kindergarteners.

• All elementary school students EXCEPT kindergarteners.
This includes Crestview Heights School, Oceanlake Elementary School, Sam Case Primary School, Taft Elementary School, and Toledo Elementary School.

tuesday, sept. 2 thRough fRiday, sept. 5
KindeRgaRten oRientation
• Contact your child’s school for details.

• Fourth Graders at Newport Intermediate School.
• Seventh Graders at Isaac Newton Magnet School, Newport Prep Academy, Taft High 7-12, and Toledo Jr/Sr High.
• Ninth Graders at Newport High School and Waldport
High School.

monday, sept. 8
fiRst day of schooL foR:
• All kindergarteners. Children must be age 5 on or before
Sept. 1, 2014, to enroll.

School Calendars, School Supply Lists
Go online to the Lincoln County School District Website at www.lincoln.k12.or.us for a printable version of the
school calendar, with all holidays and breaks listed, and for your child’s school supply list. u
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lcSD VISIon:

Quality Learning For All

lcSD MISSIon:

to Develop Passionate Learners
and Responsible Citizens
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is produced four
times a year by Lincoln County School District, in English
and Spanish. Current and past issues can be found online at: www.lincoln.k12.or.us > our district > community newsletter. Questions about its content may be
addressed to Lcsd communications coordinator mary
Jo Kerlin at 541-265-4412.
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