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Waldport High School is the recent recipient 
of a $384,000 Revitalization Grant provided by the 
Oregon Department of Education to develop our 
Career and Technical Education Program. Our 
grant, titled “Full S.T.E.A.M. Ahead” will expand 
opportunities for Waldport students to learn and 
practice Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Math (S.T.E.A.M.) and apply these skills in 
career related projects and internships.  

For Waldport High School students, this grant 
means a new Art class in Digital Design will be 
offered during the third trimester of this year with 
computers, software and technology necessary 
for students to create a digital portfolio.   Our 
Teen CERT class will return and an Emergency 
Medical Responder Course (EMR) will expand 

the career pathway in Emergency Response. This 
certification allows a person to work under an 
EMT or Paramedic.  Many of the 16 community 
organizations who committed to partner with 
Waldport High School are open to hosting 
student interns at their locations.   A part time 
community program coordinator, funded by 
the grant, will match the needs and interests of 
students to the needs and training available with 
our partners. One intern has already been placed, 
with additional positions available this summer.  

Supplies to support the manufacturing of a 
seafloor lander will be purchased with this grant 
as well. One student is currently in the process 
of creating the product in cooperation with 
grant partners at Oregon State University. The 

deployment and testing of this product will take 
place at sea in the spring.  

Next trimester three students will have the 
opportunity to leverage the skills they mastered 
in Language Arts to attend the Northwest Travel 
Writers Conference in Walla Walla, Wa. This 
conference will introduce students to the career 
of travel writing and allow them to meet industry 
leaders in our region.  

Every year the trade unions in Oregon offer 
a Women in Trades Conference where young 
women from around the state can participate 
in trade related workshops. These workshops 
introduce our students to myriad of careers 
in trades ranging from train engineer to 
lineman.   This year both our high school and 
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Waldport High School receives grant

Dear Lincoln County School District Residents:

With the current school year past the half-way point, I wanted to take this opportunity to stop for 
moment, come up for air, and appreciate what has been accomplished in our district so far this 
year. While I was attending a recent statewide administrators meeting, our students forced that 
moment of reflection, because I had to catch my breath after being so impressed with all they were 
doing. Taft High student leadership manned the welcome booth where they greeted and helped 
register participants, vendors, and speakers. The Taft culinary program catered all of the receptions. 
A capacity attendance was blown away by the singing of the national anthem by a Taft student 
and simultaneous sign language performance by the Essential Skills class. The performance by the 
Newport High Jazz Band capped it all off. I could not have been more proud of these students and 
the work everyone did to make this happen. 
I cannot recognize all who should be in this limited space, but suffice to say that there are amazing 
things happening in each of our schools.  I am in awe of their efforts and know 
that together we can accomplish great things.
While there are still many challenges ahead of us, 
I feel very confident facing them with the team of 
LCSD.  I welcome your input.  Please feel free to 
contact me by email (steve.boynton@lincoln.k12.
or.us) or by phone (541 265-4403.  You can also 
visit us on the web (www.lincoln.k12.or.us) and find 
us on Facebook (Lincoln County School District- 
Oregon).  Thank you for being part of our district.

middle school young women will have the 
opportunity to attend the conference to learn 
about career opportunities and network with 
exhibitors.    

Over the summer break many staff members 
will participate in professional development in 
order to support new projects and activities in 
their classrooms. One of these projects will be 
the construction of a tiny home on wheels during 
the 2016-2017 school year.  Students will design 
the project during the digital design course and 
implement the design during community build 
days. Students will determine the needs the home 
will fill, with options ranging from emergency 
housing to tourism income properties. 

As the grant comes to completion at the end 
of the 2017 school year, students will be able 
to graduate with certificates in a chosen career 
pathway of Emergency Response, Digital Design 
or Coastal Tourism and Rural Marketing.   

Go Irish!
Written by Melissa Steinman, Waldport 

Science Teacher
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Kudos to Taft 7-12 and Newport High 
students for their help at the recent Confederation 
of School Administrators (COSA) conference 
held at Salishan.  Taft student Erica Haun sang 
the national anthem while students from the 
Essential Skills class signed the song; Taft 
Culinary students catered all of the receptions; 
Taft Leadership students manned the welcome 
booth, and the Newport High jazz band played 
at the conference.

The 60-year-old gym at Toledo Junior/Senior 
High School will undergo a seismic upgrade 
during the spring and summer of 2016, with a 
$1.47 million grant from Business Oregon, the 
state’s economic development agency.

Lincoln County School District is one of 11 
districts and one community college in the state 
selected to share in nearly $15 million to rehab 
public schools and gyms so the buildings will be 
better prepared to withstand a major earthquake.

“There were 46 applicants and only 13 
recipients, so we are grateful to have been 
selected,” says  Rich Belloni, LCSD director of 
support services. “Over the past few years, we 
have made many capital improvements to all of 
our schools. Once this work is completed, it’s one 
less improvement we need to think about.” 

Belloni says the seismic retrofit at Toledo High 
will involve replacing and/ or strengthening the 
gym’s steel trusses and north wall, with the work 
to take place beginning in April 2016.

The grant application was prepared by 
ZCS Engineering of Klamath Falls. After the 
company examined the roof and wall and tested 
for hazardous materials, they developed project 
specifications. Requests for Proposals were 
sent; DSL Builders, LLC was selected as the 
Construction Manager/General Contractor.

Oregon’s Seismic Rehabilitation Grant 
Program was established in 2005 to make seismic 
improvements to essential public buildings. The 
bill created a grant program for schools – from 
elementary schools to universities – and for 
emergency service buildings, including hospitals, 

fire stations and police stations. 
In 2013, the Oregon Legislature approved 

$30 million for seismic projects with the funding 
to be split between schools and emergency 
services. In this cycle, Business Oregon received 
46 applications for school projects totaling $45 
million in requests. The Seismic Rehabilitation 
Advisory School Subcommittee recommended 
13 projects totaling nearly $15 million; the 
emergency services projects will be announced 
later.

The other school districts receiving grants 
are Bandon, Central Curry, Douglas County, 
Klamath Falls, La Grande, Milton-Freewater, 
Portland, Reynolds, Salem-Keizer and Silver 
Falls; and Southwestern Oregon Community 
College.

Toledo High School receives grant for seismic upgrades

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Toledo Elementary has “A Taste of Oregon.”  
In February all students at Toledo Elementary 
School began receiving fresh fruits and 
vegetables grown or processed in Oregon as an 
afternoon snack.  It was a collaborative effort to 
bring this program to Toledo.  The district and 
Sodexo received approval to use Farm to School 
grant money to provide students with fresh fruit 
or vegetables daily. Although the program covers 
the cost of food, all labor and prep time is being 
donated by Sodexo. We are very excited about 
this program.  Thank you Sodexo and LCSD!

Students at Yaquina View say the Pledge of 
Allegiance while saluting the American flag 
thanks to the generosity of the American Legion 
Post 116 of Newport. When Yaquina View 
Elementary opened its doors this year, they were 
without flags. The American Legion was kind 
enough to purchase flags, poles, and holders for 
every classroom in the building.

TOLEDO
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Science fair draws crowd



Kudos to Taft 7-12 and Newport High 
students for their help at the recent Confederation 
of School Administrators (COSA) conference 
held at Salishan.  Taft student Erica Haun sang 
the national anthem while students from the 
Essential Skills class signed the song; Taft 
Culinary students catered all of the receptions; 
Taft Leadership students manned the welcome 
booth, and the Newport High jazz band played 
at the conference.

By Steve Card
of the News-Times

More than 1,000 people attended the Newport 
Schools Science Fair on Thursday, Jan. 21, where 
150 student displays — representing the work of 
more than 800 students in kindergarten through 
5th grade — filled the visitor center and staff lounge 
Hatfield Marine Science Center in South Beach.

“I thought it went great,” said Cait Goodwin, 
who coordinates the annual science fair. “I got a lot 
of positive feedback from all different types of folks, 
from mentors to teachers, the kids, and just people 
who stopped by to see the exhibits.”

The science fair has been held at Hatfield 
since 2011. Before that, the events were held at 
participating schools. 

“I’ve been involved with the science fair since 
2006,” Goodwin said. “Although the Newport 
Schools Science Fair began years ago as an activity 
coordinated entirely by community volunteers, for 
the past few years my time as coordinator has been 
supported by Oregon Sea Grant, and is part of my 
job as special projects coordinator for Oregon Sea 
Grant Marine Education.”

Goodwin added that school principals and 
teachers are very supportive of the science fair, 
and in three of the past four years, “100 percent 
of the teachers in the targeted grade levels have 
participated.”

While this year’s fair involved K-5 students, next 
year it will feature those in grades 6-8. 

“That’s typically what we’ve been doing, 
alternating years, because we only have so many 
mentors and so much room at Hatfield,” said 
Goodwin. “It was kind of maxed out (Thursday) 
night. It was a good problem to have.”

The mentors involved with the science fair work 
in the classroom to help students with their projects.

“Our final count was 44 mentors,” Goodwin 
said. “Some of them have been doing it for years.” 
Mentors come into the classroom on a weekly basis 

for about an hour over six to eight weeks.
“I’m the Oregon Coast STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) Hub 
communications coordinator, so one thing I do is 
keep lists of people and what their interests are and 
try to match people up,” explained Goodwin about 
the mentor program. “We had somebody who came 
to the science fair because he lives in the area and 
thought it would be interesting. And he said, ‘I’m 
a retired chemist, and I want to be involved in this 
kind of thing.’ Another guy stopped by my office 
who’s a mentor for this science fair and he said, 
‘Keep me on your list for next year.’”

With the number of mentors growing, their 
participation with the students has become part of 
the school culture. “We have a lot more mentors 
now,” Goodwin said. “It’s moved to a lot more 
classrooms.” 

She said the teachers are also sometimes 
working together within grade levels. “Especially 
for the younger groups, there’s a lot more classroom 
projects, so it’s not like every first grader has to 
come up with a testable hypothesis,” said Goodwin. 
“The emphasis, especially in the younger grades, is 
on how science works and what kinds of things to 
scientists do, so they’re making observations, they’re 
asking questions, and they’re using special tools. It 
builds a foundation.”

Over the years, teachers have also started 

allowing more class time for students to work on 
projects. “There’s a lot of the time to work on science 
fair projects in the classroom…so that it’s not just 
the kids who have help at home who come up with 
great projects,” said Goodwin. “The other thing is 
it’s not a competitive fair. It’s more celebration of 
science, and everyone’s included and so there’s no 
judging or anything of that nature.”

Goodwin said she would like to see this program 
expanded into other areas of the county. “It’s hard 
because not everyone has a Hatfield sitting in the 
middle of their city. But I’m sure we can use this 
model as a way of trying to expand it to other areas. 
That’s where I want to go with it.”

Goodwin said she is always looking for mentors 
interested in working with students, and she said it 
doesn’t have to be a science fair. “There are a variety 
of different mentoring opportunities through the 
Oregon Coast STEM Hub. They could be a judge 
at the ROV competition, or the renewable energy 
challenge,” she said.

To find out about more STEM events, 
competitions and opportunities to get involved, 
visit the Oregon Coast STEM Hub website at 
http://oregoncoaststem.oregonstate.edu/ or email 
OregonCoastSTEM@oregonstate.edu  The Oregon 
Coast STEM Hub office is located at the Hatfield 
Marine Science Center. 

Contact reporter Steve Card at 541-265-8571, 
ext. 224, or scard@newportnewstimes.com

Science fair draws crowd

Students at Taft Elementary had an 
entertaining night on January 21st. A delicious 
baked ziti dinner was provided as students and 
their families deliberated over book clues from 
classic literature and today’s favorites in order to 
fill their Bingo cards. Winners received an array 
of books, gift certificates and donation from local 
businesses. It was estimated that over 250 people 
attended the fun, literacy filled evening.

3rd grader Connor Weathers and Mom, Darlene 
discuss their Bingo card.

4th grader Nialah Palmer shows off her newly won 
book.

Literacy Bingo Night 
at Taft Elementary

LINCOLN CITY

NEWPORT

Jayden Vollman, 8, of Newport, tests buoyancy as 
part of his science fair project.

Nayeli Howell, 5, of Newport stands next to her 
project. It was her first experience participating in a 
science fair.
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SCHOOL BOARD

By: Elizabeth Forshee, Liam Morgan, and Wyatt Jones

What are some big things that are happening 
at Crestview Heights School? The authors of this 
article all participate in “Reach,” a program that offers 
challenging activities for kids who are identified as 
talented and gifted or academically high.  Students 
who excel in math have been engaging in a Greek 
math simulation every week.  Language arts students 
have been working on learning how to write articles 
for a website they are building for their group (and 
writing this article!).

This year, all first through sixth grade Crestview 
students have been using Reflex, a program to 
help them master math facts through computer 
games.  Most kids enjoy Reflex.  Students need to get 
three ‘green lights’ a week (demonstrating a good level 
of speed and accuracy).  In January, Ms. Nickerson’s 
class came in first place with the most green lights.

We’re also working on math and reading 
skills in Compass Learning (thelearningodyssey.
com). Compass provides mini lessons including 
information, activities and a quiz for students to 

show they have learned the new skill. This allows the 
students to all have their own ‘path’ of learning for a 
small part of the day.

Educators believe that students learn best when 
working on real world projects.   CVH has been 
dedicating time every month to involve classes in 
Project Based Learning (PBL).   Mrs. Forshee’s and 
Mrs. Moser’s class have been looking at human 
impact on the world through garbage.   In a recent 
community day, those classes dissected an albatross 
bolus (a.k.a. vomit). They found plastic, fishing line, 
squid beaks, and more. They also looked through 
a sand bucket from Patterson Beach, and found a 
lighter, an oil can, plastic and more.   Other classes 
have been using community days to look at salmon, 
cells, plankton, and plants as part of their PBL work.

This year we are doing ‘brain breaks’ which is a 
break around 1:30 that helps us concentrate during the 
afternoon.  Students have the choice of participating 
in a PE game, a free recess, a music activity, or other 
options. Overall, Crestview Heights is a great place to 
be this year.  At least, we students think it is a pretty 
great place to be!

Great Things at Crestview Heights School
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Tuesday March 8
Crestview Heights -  7 PM 

SPRING BREAK
March 21- 25
No School, No School Staff

SCHOOL BACK IN SESSION 
Monday, March 28

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, April 12 
Toledo Elementary -  7 PM

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, May 10 
Oceanlake Elementary -  7 PM

MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
Monday, May 30
No School, No Staff

**Please Note:
LCSD calendars follow the same basic 
schedule though two areas (North 
and West) are on a semester schedule, 
and South and East schools are on 
a trimester schedule. Please verify 
information on conferences, early 
release, end of progress, etc. by checking 
the calendar at your child’s school or 
online at: www.lincoln.k12.or.us

IMPORTANT DATES

This year, Taft Elementary is focusing on 
a positive behavior system and implementing 
the bully prevention program, OLWEUS. To 
recognize students for their hard work towards 
making the school better, the school began naming 
a Tiger of the Week. Students are nominated by 
staff, then a team of students choose the student 
to be named for the upcoming week. The Tiger 
of the Week gets recognized within the school 
and community by having their photo with the 
principal, an announcement on the school’s 
Facebook page, their name posted on the “Wall 
of Fame” bulletin board and a special water bottle. 
The Tiger of the Week program has helped to 
shape the culture of the school as it focuses on the 
positive actions and attitudes of students within 
the school.

PBIS- OLWEUS: 
Tiger of the Week

WALDPORT

LINCOLN CITY

Liz Martin Chairman
Karen Bondley Vice Chairman
Ron Beck - Kelley Ellis -
Amanda Remund

LCSD VISION:
“Every Child, Every Day”

LCSD MISSION:
To develop passionate learners 

and responsible citizens

Principal Nick Lupo and student 
Dahlia Merry, the Tiger of the Week
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