
The phrase “Board Certified” provides assurance
that  professionals have demonstrated exceptional
skill and  accomplishment in their given field,

whether it be  medicine, aviation… or education.

The board certification movement in public education began in the late

1980s. To date, almost 97,300 educators have gone through the extremely

 rigorous certification process to proudly carry the title of “National Board

Certified Teacher.”

As part of Lincoln County School District’s effort to have a quality teacher

in every classroom, the administration has made it a priority to support eligi-

ble candidates in seeking National Board Certification. This support includes

financial assistance and hands-on support.

“At the beginning of this school year, we provided National Board Infor-

mation Meetings to recruit potential candidates from our teaching and coun-

seling staff,” said Libba Sager, LCSD School Improvement Specialist

Administrator. “Of the 40 or so teachers who attended these meetings, 31

have made the commitment to pursue certification. I am thrilled that our

teachers recognize the value of board certification, both for themselves as

 individuals as well as for their students.”

Throughout the year, these 31 candidates will attend frequent meetings and

work sessions in order to collaborate as well as receive support which will

provide guidance during the year-long process.

Lincoln County School District currently has two national board certified teachers: Sager, who

has been board certified since 1996; and Toledo Elementary teacher Kristin Becker, who has been

board certified since 2004. A third national board certified teacher, Marnie Cogswell, retired last

year after 19 years of service to the district. Each certification lasts for 10 years. Sager has success-

fully completed recertification which certifies her until 2016. Overall, Oregon has 256 National

Board Certified Teachers.

Sager explains that NB candidates must complete a year-long portfolio process as well as attend
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an assessment center to complete six assessment exer-

cises in their content areas. The process is rigorous,

time-consuming and costly (close to $2,600), but the

 result is very worthwhile, say NB teachers in the class-

room who have met the required high standards through

reflection, self-assessment, and peer review.

NATIONAL BOARD PROCESS

Once a teacher applies for National Board Certifica-

tion and submits all eligibility forms, he or she is given

up to three years to complete the process. A large per-

centage of candidates – 66 percent – fail to achieve cer-

tification on the first try.

Portfolio Entries: Candidates demonstrate their

teaching practice by submitting four portfolio entries.

Three of them are classroom based, with video record-

ings and examples of student work serving as support-

ing documentation. A fourth entry relates to the

candidate’s accomplishments outside of the classroom

(with families, the community and colleagues) and how

Letter from Your Superintendent
Dear lincoln county school District Residents:

The weather is not the only unsettled thing in Oregon these

days! We are facing many unknowns — mainly at the state

and federal levels, though we are also negotiating a contract

with our classified staff this year.

At the state level, Governor Kitzhaber has initiated major

changes in education which will, of course, affect our school

district. The changes are still being defined, so we are not yet

completely sure of their ramifications. We will almost certainly

receive less funding from the state for our schools in the com-

ing year, though we likely will not know our state funding level

until after our budget has been approved. This is an oddity of

the laws we are required to follow vs. the processes used by

the Oregon Legislature to make decisions.

Federal “Title” funding is also unknown at this point. We are

building the 2012/13 budget with a reduction in federal dollars

but, again, will not know the funding level until after the com-

ing year’s budget is complete.

It would be easy, given this set of circumstances, to bemoan

the state of our district and the coming year. It is critical we re-

main focused on providing the best possible education to our

students, and to getting better every day. We have many won-

derful teachers, principals and support staff, as well as pro-

grams. Please help me herald these employees and

programs. We have much to be proud of.

I welcome your input. Please feel free to contact me by email

(tom.rinearson@lincoln.k12.or.us) or

phone (541-265-4403). You can also

visit us on the web at

www.lincoln.k12.or.us. Thanks for

being a part of our district and com-

munity.

sincerely,

Tom Rinearson, Superintendent

collaboRaTing on ceRTificaTion PRocess. libba sager, second from right, is helping Lincoln

County teachers through the rigorous process of achieving National Board Certification. At a recent workshop, she met

with Ruth mcDonald, district mentor teacher; samantha murphy, Newport High social studies teacher; Dominic scharp,

Waldport High language arts teacher; mary Koike, Isaac Newton science teacher; nina fairfield, Newport High language

arts teacher; and brian Hanna, Newport High advanced math teacher. 
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District seeks to fill many

Teaching Vacancies
Because of a high number of anticipated
retirements at the end of this school
year, Lincoln County School District will
have several open teaching positions
for the 2012-13 school year.

teaching
positions to be
filled include
special
education,
elementary,
reading,

science,
family/consumer

studies, and
 advanced math,  according to LCSD

Human Resources  Manager Chelsi

Sholty.

Openings will be posted later this
spring. Applications are accepted online
only. to see current job openings and/or
to apply, go to the LCSD website at
www.lincoln.k12.or.us, then click on the
“Job Openings” link found on the left
side of the home page.

Recognizing contributions

of Volunteer school board
Although the month of January --
which is School Board Recognition
month -- is past, it’s never too late to
publicly  acknowledge the five
members of the Lincoln County School
District Board of Directors. these
elected volunteers spend countless
hours working to improve public
schools in our community.

the school board includes Chairman

Ron Beck of Newport (Zone 3), vice

Chairman Jean turner of Waldport
(Zone 5), Karen Bondley of Lincoln
City (Zone 1), Liz Martin of Agate
Beach (Zone 2) and Kelley ellis of
Siletz (Zone 4).

the key work of our school board is to
support student achievement by:

• Creating a vision for what we want
our school district to become;

• establishing standards for what we
want our students to learn and be able
to do;

• ensuring assessment to determine
if we are achieving our goals and if
students are learning;

• Aligning how the district’s human
and financial resources should be
used;

• Creating a safe and orderly climate
where students can learn and teachers
can teach; 

• Forming collaborative relationships
with others in our community to solve
common problems; and 

• Focusing attention on continuous
improvement for all involved with the

school district. u
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National Board Certification continued from Page 1

this impacts student learning. Portfolios must be turned in

by March 31.

Assessment Center Exercises: Candidates also must

demonstrate content knowledge in response to six 30-

minute exercises developed for their chosen certificate

area. Assessments are administered at computer-based test-

ing centers across the United States. Candidates can choose

when to participate in the assessment center, which opens

in February until the middle of June. Most candidates wait

until they have submitted their portfolios in March.

Scoring: A candidate’s portfolio entries and assessment

center exercises are scored by a minimum of two teachers

within that particular certificate area who have successfully

completed intensive training and have been qualified for

scoring based on their understanding of NBPTS standards

and guidelines. Candidates are notified in November

whether they have achieved certification.

According to the National Board for Professional Teach-

ing Standards website, National Board Certification is part

of the growing education reform movement that is advanc-

ing student learning, improving teaching and making

schools better. 

SOME BENEFITS OF NATIONAL CERTIFICATION

• Strengthens Practice: Research shows candidates

demonstrate significant improvement in their teaching abil-

ity. Teachers who achieve certification have been assessed

against the nation’s toughest advanced teaching standards. 

• Helps Students Succeed: Research, including a Con-

gressionally-mandated report, documents that students

taught by board-certified teachers make higher gains on

achievement tests than students taught by non-certified

teachers. 

• Increases Leadership Skills: In a 2007 study, 80 per-

cent of board-certified teachers say other educators look to

them for leadership, mentoring and coaching. 

• Expands Influence and Expertise. Many national

board teachers positively impact curricular decisions, chair

departments, and serve as faculty voices to policymakers

and other stakeholders. 

• Advances Careers: Certification provides routes for

teachers to advance as master teachers, school leaders, and

mentors without leaving the classroom. 

• Provides Portability: Many states recognize National

Board Certification as sufficient proof for state licensure,

allowing movement from state to state. 

“National Board Certification is changing the culture of

learning in the classrooms,” Sager says. “Every child de-

serves to have a high quality teacher who has the knowl-

edge, the confidence, the ability and the

support in order to provide a quality edu-

cation for all students. National Board

Certification provides a valuable profes-

sional growth opportunity to help our

teachers become accomplished

 educators.” u

Taft High Students Practice

Emergency  Response Skills

The disaster drill was rather realistic, giving teen rescuers a glimpse into the conditions

that could await them in an actual emergency…  Survivors of an earthquake-damaged

building cry out in pain and confusion. Desks and chairs are toppled over, blocking exit doors.

Flashlight beams offer the only illumination into darkened rooms.

For 23 Taft High School students,

the drill on Jan. 13 allowed them to

practice what they have learned

this past semester during their

Teen Community Emergency

Response Team (CERT) class: help

as many people as you can while

remaining safe yourself.

The class is instructed by science

teacher Bruce Rasmussen with

assistance from LCSD Safety

Coordinator Sue Graves and

various other community

emergency responders.

During the drill, students enter the

“damaged” building (actually, the

Depoe Bay Fire District Station in

Gleneden Beach). They move

quickly among the survivors,

assessing injuries and looking for

signs of the “three killers”: no

breathing, excessive bleeding, and

shock. They move survivors to a

treatment area where other teens

perform first aid. Throughout,

Graves and other adult emergency

responders watch the students’

efforts and offer occasional suggestions while Rasmussen videotapes the activity for later

review. At the end of the drill, everyone gathers for a debriefing.

Over the past two years, Teen CERT has been offered at five high schools in Lincoln County:

Newport, Siletz, Taft, Toledo and Waldport. Teen CERT trains high school students in disaster

preparedness and response skills, and awards school credit for participation, Graves explains.

The goal is for youth to assist in the event of a large-scale emergency response before

professional responders arrive on the scene. The course content and format are based on

the adult CERT program sponsored by FEMA’s Citizen Corps program.

The students “really like the course, because of the team building, the hands-on activities,

the real world application, the nifty equipment, and the drill, which is both challenging and

confidence building,” Rasmussen says.   u
ellis maRTinTuRneRbecK

sageR

bonDley

CERT student chanel bailey puts a splint on earthquake
“survivor” Tanner Henson.
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North area
Oceanlake elementary School:

l energy efficient windows installed 
on north side

l Parking lot and sidewalk built at 
northeast corner

taft 7-12 High School: 

l track resurfaced
l Baseball field constructed
l Softball field upgraded

South area

Crestview Heights School:

l Playground moved, new equipment 
installed

Future Waldport High School:

l Football field, baseball field and 
track built

l existing softball field upgraded

East area

toledo elementary School:

l 11 portable classrooms removed
l Arcadia school refurbished to house 

toledo elementary grades 4-6 
during classroom construction

toledo Junior/Senior High School:

l 3 portable classrooms removed
l track, football, baseball and softball

fields upgraded

l Parking lot lowered to main entry
l Block retaining wall built between 

football field and parking lot 

l Sturdevant Road entrance improved

west area
Newport Prep Academy:

l Classroom built, exterior walkway 
enclosed into hallway, adjoining 
classrooms and courtyard
remodeled

Newport High School:

l 5 portable classrooms removed 
l Football, baseball and softball fields 

upgraded 

l 3 classrooms, drafting room, 
band/choir room, and hallways

constructed u

North area
l Classroom wing under construction 

at Oceanlake elementary School (5 
classrooms, music room, learning 
center, gymnasium, school offices). 
Completion Date: Aug. 15, 2012

l Planning for classroom wing at taft 
elementary (6 classrooms, staff and
student restrooms). Construction 

Start Date: June 15, 2012

l Planning for roof replacement and 
heating system upgrade at taft 7-12
High School. Work Start Date: June 

15, 2012

South area
l Planning for construction of new 

Waldport High School to replace 
existing school located in tsunami 
inundation zone. Construction Start 

Date: April 1, 2012

l Batting cages and dugouts under 
construction at new high school site.
Completion Date: April 1, 2012

l Planning for grandstands at new 
high school site. Construction 

Completion Date: Sept. 1, 2012

East area
l Classroom wing under construction 

at toledo elementary (10 
classrooms, 5 breakout rooms, 
cafeteria, school office, restrooms). 
Completion Date: Aug. 15, 2012

l Locker rooms, weight room and 
elevator under construction at 
toledo Jr./Sr. High. Completion 

Date: April 1, 2012

west area
l Planning for 2
classrooms and 
gymnasium at Sam Case
Primary 
School. Construction

Start Date: June 15, 2012

l Planning for covered
play shed at Newport
intermediate School.
Start Date: to be

determined

l Planning for 2
classrooms at Newport
Prep Academy.
Construction Start Date:

March 1, 2012   u

COMPlETEd PROJECTS
through Feb. 1, 2012

PROJECTS uNdER way
as of Feb. 1, 2012

I M P R O V E M E N T  P R O J E C T S

Parental
Permission

Required
for OAKS
Retesting

As of January 2012, the Oregon Department of

Education no longer permits school districts to retest

students in grades 3-8 who have MET or ExCEEDED

the state’s achievement standard on the statewide

Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) —

unless the student’s parent or guardian permits the

school district to retest their child.

Some schools may opt to retest students who have

met or exceeded the state assessment(s) for a variety

of reasons, such as to determine if test scores

increase after additional instruction. However, in

order to retest, the school must have implied parental

consent; your child’s school will consider your non-

response to this notice as consent to retest your

student.

If you would NOT like your student to be retested,

please contact your student’s school and notify staff

of your decision. u

Moving Day at Newport High School!
Freshly waxed floors glistened in the newly constructed classrooms at Newport

High School on Jan. 26 as students and teachers excitedly entered. What had once

been the site of aging portable buildings accessed by outside walkways is now

beautifully designed learning spaces with improved functionality and security.

the three new classrooms, new band/choir room, and new drafting room are con-

nected seamlessly to the existing school building by brightly lighted interior hallways.

Five teachers (and their classes) have moved into the new area, allowing three other

teachers who had been sharing classroom space to settle into

their own rooms. tHANK YOU, LiNCOLN COUNtY VOteRS,

FOR SUPPORtiNG tHiS $63 miLLiON BOND meASURe! u



n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

toledo Jr./Sr. High  |  7 Pm  |  tuesday, Feb. 14

n PReSIDeNt’S DAy HOLIDAy

No School, No District Staff monday, Feb. 20

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

taft 7-12 High  |  7 Pm  |  tuesday, march 13

n FuRLOugH DAy Friday, march 23

No School, No District Staff

n SPRINg BReAK

No School,

No School Staff

march 26 -30

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

Sam Case Primary  |  7 Pm  |  tuesday, April 10

n CONFeReNCe DAy

No School thursday, April 19

* taft High: No School thurs.-Fri., April 19-20

n SCHOOL IMPROveMeNt DAy

No School Friday, April 27

* taft High WiLL have Friday School April 27

n FuRLOugH DAy Friday, may 11

No School, No District Staff

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

Crestview Heights  |  7 Pm  |  tuesday, may 8

n SCHOOL IMPROveMeNt DAy

No School Friday, may 18

* taft High WiLL have Friday School may 18

I M P O R T a N T d aT E S

*Lincoln County School District has two calendars:

one for taft 7-12 High School in  Lincoln City and 

one for all other district schools. Calendars for the

entire school year can be viewed online at:

www.lincoln.k12.or.us
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here’s another one!” shouts the boy, and we scramble to the

edge of the creek to watch an  ancient dance, a quintessential

pacific Northwest ritual: salmon spawning in a clear, swift creek.

Toledo Students Spy On spawning salmon

“T
The salmon are wild coho and Chinook, returning to Fall

Creek as they do every year. The boy is a member of Bob

Dougherty’s eighth-grade science class at Toledo Junior/

Senior High School, one of 40 students who traveled to the

Oregon Hatchery  Research Center (OHRC) west of Alsea to

observe the salmon, map and study the stream, and learn a

little bit about the cycle of life. 

OHRC is a unique facility managed jointly by the Oregon

Department of Fish and Wildlife and the  Department of Fish

and Wildlife at Oregon State  University. Nestled in a remote

valley in the Alsea River watershed, the lab provides a

platform for  scientists to study salmon, especially to

compare the ecology and biology of hatchery and wild fish. 

QueSTING: The Toledo students were divided into small

groups to undertake four hands-on activities, all focused on

the creek ecosystem. After a brief introduction on how to

differentiate coho from Chinook and male from female, the

group I shadowed started with a Quest, a clue-

directed treasure hunt that took us on a tour of the

facility and its grounds. Throughout the Quest the

students gathered letter clues to piece together

directions to a hidden box containing a rubber stamp

to prove they completed the treasure hunt.

But the real treasure was the walk around the

OHRC grounds on this gorgeous autumn day. Along

the way the students explored an old homestead site

on the property, caught their first glimpses of spawning fish,

checked out the facility’s four very naturalistic artificial

experimental streams, and examined the fish trap where

staff detain every spawning fish swimming upstream in

order to take genetic samples. The seventh-grade class had

observed that process the day before, but no fish appeared

in the trap on this day. 

STReam mappING: Next, the students undertook a

stream mapping project, noting the differences in habitat

and stream shape in different stretches of the creek. “What

do you see here that fish need in order to spawn?”

Dougherty asked. “Water!” the kids exclaimed, laughing.

Dougherty rolled his eyes good-naturedly. “And what

else?” The students knew the answer: clean gravel.

This also was the time when we got to simply spend time

watching the fish struggle upstream and court mates.

“That’s a female,” Dougherty explained, pointing out a

battered salmon, flopping on her side to dig a nest with her

tail. “And here comes the male.”

Out came the students’ cameras and cell phones. An

informal poll revealed that about half of them had never

seen this phenomenon before.

WaTeR QuaLITy TeSTING: The third activity had the

students testing water quality using real scientific

equipment to determine the health of the creek. They used

sensors and hand-held computers to measure water

temperature, turbidity, pH, and stream flow rate; and they

compared their results to the range of healthy parameters

they had learned about in class. As if the fish swimming

nearby were not enough evidence, the students concluded

that,  indeed, Fall Creek is healthy and can support  spawning

fish populations.

aRTISTIC expReSSION: The students ended their day

with a reflective period in which they were provided art

supplies to draw and paint their impressions of the day:

trees, running water, salmon, sun.

Before the trip to the research center, Dougherty’s

students watched a video about the interconnections of life

in a stream environment, learned about the salmon life

cycle, and tested out the water quality sampling gear. In the

spring, the students will come back to the site to see the

baby salmon that resulted from the spawning they observed

on this trip. 

The activities for the field trip, and the related work in the

classroom before and after the trip, are the brainchild of

Dougherty and Ruth mcDonald,  community curriculum and

resource liaison for the Lincoln County School District. They

are part of a  district-wide effort to ensure that Lincoln

County  students are the most “ocean literate” in the nation.

Using a large federal grant, the district has  designed and

implemented the Oregon Coast Aquatic and Marine Science

Partnership (OCAMP) program, which provides teacher

training and curriculum ideas so that teachers can teach

their students about the ocean. u —  by Nancy Steinberg
   reprinted with permission

aboVe: While standing in the OHRC fish trap,

Toledo seventh-grader savannah lindsted holds a

salmon, with assistance from OHRC outreach

coordinator Joseph O’Neill.

lefT: Toledo seventh-graders Kyndra nyberg and

caitlin Thomson test the health of Fall Creek.

OCEAN LITERACY:
Understanding the Ocean’s Influence on

You and Your Influence on the Ocean


