
After months of research, planning and discus-

sion, the Lincoln County School District Board

of Directors unanimously agreed during its reg-

ular meeting on Jan. 18 to place a $63 million general

obligation bond measure on the ballot.

If approved by voters during the election on May 17,

the measure would provide funds for school construc-

tion, school improvements, and safety improvements,

as follows:

• Construct, furnish and equip new classrooms at ex-

isting schools to replace portable classrooms that are

past their useful life;

• Construct, furnish and equip a new Waldport High

School to replace the 52-year-old school that is located

in a tsunami zone;

• Ensure availability of classrooms to meet future

needs of students in kindergarten through third grade;

• Make improvements to bring all schools into com-

pliance with disability access and safety standards;

• Make site improvements, athletic field improve-

ments and pay demolition costs; and

• Pay capitalized interest and bond issuance fees.

“For the past few years,

the school district has been

working with groups in all

communities to review

school buildings and deter-

mine future needs,” LCSD

Superintendent Tom

Rinearson said. “We con-

ducted an extensive facili-

ties review and explored

ways to fund renovation

projects. The result is a three-pronged approach: use the

construction excise tax already in place, use funds from

the sale of district property that currently is not being

used, and extend the current school construction bond.”

Rinearson encourages residents to become informed

on the issue before voting.

“I am not permitted to advocate for this bond meas-

ure, but I certainly can provide information. I would en-

courage everyone to learn what is being proposed for

schools in their area, and ask questions so they can

make an informed decision,” he said.
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Letter from Your Superintendent
dear lincoln county school district

residents:

School systems through the years have
been associated with many letters: the
ABCs, the three R’s, letter grades, and a
host of acronyms. In this letter, I am
focusing on the three B’s: Bargaining, the

Bond, and Budget. They are intertwined, and will drive the
future of our school district.

First, to bargaining. We will be negotiating contracts with our
licensed staff this year. We are currently setting up training to
use a collaborative bargaining model. Both the educators’
union and the school district want to continue moving away
from the adversarial models used in the past.

secondly, the bonds. The school board approved seeking
general obligation bonds to address facility needs around the
district. This effort will have a major impact on the way our
school district functions, whatever the results of the election
on May 17. Please see story above and watch for more
information in the near future.

lastly, the budget. As has been the case the last several

years, we most likely will not know our state funding level for
the next school year until after our budget has been approved
in June. This is an oddity of the laws we are required to follow
vs. the processes used by the Oregon Legislature to make
decisions. The state, as you have heard, is in a financial
problem. I think there will be many changes in how state
agencies function, including schools. I also believe we will not
have information as soon as we would like.

Meanwhile, our focus remains on providing the best education
possible for our students. We want to be better today than we
were yesterday, and better tomorrow than we are today.
Keeping this mind set will help propel us into the future.

I welcome your input. Please feel free to contact me by email
(tom.rinearson@lincoln.k12.or.us), or phone (541-265-4403).
You can also visit us on the web at www.lincoln.k12.or.us.
Thanks for being a part of our district and community. 

sincerely,

tom rinearson,

Superintendent
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School officials have stated previously why they

feel the timing is right for a bond measure now.

Among those reasons:

• School taxes for bonded indebtedness would 

remain unchanged.

Currently, Lincoln County property owners pay 75

cents per $1,000 in assessed valuation toward the

school district’s 1995 general obligation bonds. This is

equal to approximately $150 a year on a home assessed

at $200,000. Many economic variables are involved,

but the school district’s financial advisors say school

taxes would be approximately 72 cents per $1,000,

should voters approve the proposed bond measure, al-

lowing the school district to take advantage of the

QSCBs. (See below.)

• The Oregon Department of Education recently

placed Lincoln County School District at the top of

its Qualified School Construction Bond (QSCB) list.

This means that LCSD has been authorized to sell

$15 million worth of bonds at a greatly reduced interest

rate, through the QSCB program. This program is part

of the Federal Stimulus package of 2009. It gives dis-

tricts an incentive to move ahead on capital construc-

tion projects which would spur economic development.

The program provides federal tax credits for bond hold-

ers in lieu of interest; this significantly reduces the cost

of borrowing, which is reflected in a lower property tax

rate. However, districts that fail to pass a bond levy on

May 17 will lose their QSCB allocation and their prior-

ity ranking, and would have to reapply.

• Construction is more affordable and interest

rates lower than ever.

The downturn in the economy has created competition

architectural drawing shows proposed permanent classrooms that would replace the eleven
portable classroom buildings that have been in place for 24 years at Toledo Elementary School.

School Board Places Bond Measure on Ballot
to provide funding for school improvement throughout district



ocean literacy efforts
earn state recognition
In recent years, lincoln County School

District and the local science community

have been working together to increase

teachers’ knowledge of marine and

aquatic science, and to bring this knowl-

edge into the classroom to motivate and

excite students to learn. At the same

time, the district has been working to

create a relevant and rich ocean literacy

curriculum for all grade levels that tie

into state standards.

This innovative effort

has been recognized

at the state level, with

lCSD receiving the

excellence in Cur-

riculum leadership

Award from the Ore-

gon Association of

School executives.

“This award recog-

nizes lincoln County as a leader in sup-

porting high student achievement that is

meaningful and connected to the real

world,” said Ruth McDonald, lCSD

community curriculum and resource

 liaison. “Our teachers are receiving the

support they need to help our students

increase achievement not just in basic

reading, writing and math, but in apply-

ing their skills to  become ocean literate

and poised to become the scientists,

engineers and problem solvers of the

future."

In announcing the award, the OASe

stated that lCSD is “capitalizing on its

 geographic location as a coastal com-

munity and its strong local partnerships

with many marine-related organizations

to offer students the best preparation in

the country in oceanic studies. Its cur-

riculum connects students with rigorous,

hands-on learning, and opens doors to

post-secondary opportunities.”

The professional development partner-

ship between lCSD and area scientists

and science educators is known as

OCAmP (Oregon Coast Aquatic and

marine Science Partnership), and is

funded through a federal math  Science

Partnership grant.

registration opens Feb. 7 
For aquarium adventures
extend your child’s learning this sum-

mer at the Oregon Coast Aquarium.

Summer Aquarium Adventures offers a

variety of interactive and hands-on

 activities for children ages 6-12: games,

Aquarium tours, visits with live marine

animals, science explorations, crafts

and much more.

It will take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

every friday, July 1 through Aug. 26.

General registration begins feb. 7. The

cost is $35 per day per child for mem-

bers and $40 per day per child for non-

members. Space is limited and

openings are filled on a first-come, first-

served basis. See the website for the

camp schedule and further information:

http://aquarium.org/education/camps

coPs grant Funds lock,
video systems at schools
Children spend more time in school than

almost anywhere else outside the home.

That places a huge responsibility on

schools and those charged with keeping

them safe from violence and predators.

Thanks to a collaborative effort between

the school district and the county sheriff’s

office, local students will be even safer,

with the installation of electronic lock

access control and video systems at

Crestview heights School in Waldport,

Waldport high School, and Toledo Junior/

Senior high School.

The cost of this project is underwritten

by a 50% matching grant of $101,960

awarded to the sheriff’s office by a fed-

eral Community Oriented Policing Serv-

ices (COPS) grant. This is the fourth grant

awarded to lincoln County over the

past three years for the improvement of

safety at district schools.

funding from previous grants have cov-

ered the cost of installing classroom

locks, exterior electronic lock systems,

and video surveillance systems at the

school district’s eight other schools.

“The new system means that exterior

doors on our schools are locked through-

out the school day. Using video monitor-

ing equipment, office personnel are better

able to control who comes in and out of

the building,” says Sue graves, lCSD

safety coordinator. “This offers extra re-

assurance to students and teachers so

they can go about their business of

learning without fear from outside harm.”

Graves praises the technical skills of

two school district staff members – tim
Kaufman and tom Brown – for making

possible the grant and the $101,900

local funding match.

“The first time we received the grant, we

hired a firm to do most all the installa-

tion, but their labor and travel expenses

were very expensive,” Graves explains.

“Tim and Tom are highly skilled and

have learned to do al-

most all of the installa-

tion themselves, so we

are able to charge the

labor to the grant as

our match. That has

saved the district a

bunch of money.”

Another bonus: these

two men have become

so skilled with the systems, they are

able to troubleshoot and make repairs

whenever that is needed, thus saving

the school district even more money.

lcsd employees support
united way Fund-drive
lCSD employees were invited to “live

United” for United Way of lincoln

County and they responded with gen-

erosity. Over a two-week period, lCSD

staff gave a total of $3,590 in one-time

gifts and payroll deductions.

To promote participation, the district

held an internal competition for the

school building or department that could

raise the most money. first, second,

and third place cash prizes of $1,000,

$750, and $500 were awarded accord-

ingly to the District Office (raised

$1,790), Newport Intermediate School

(raised $540), and Sam Case Primary

School (raised $500).

The District Office is using its prize money

to purchase ocean literacy books for all

schools in the district. All money raised

by United Way funds agency programs

in lincoln County that provide services

for community members. A big thank

you to all who contributed! u
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NEWS OF INTEREST
from around the district

TAK ING
NOTE

washed ashore residency: turning trash into art & awareness
Sixth-graders at Newport Intermediate School created art from beach trash while learning about the dangers of marine debris
during a week-long artist-in-residency project, “Washed Ashore: Plastics, Sealife & Art,” presented by Angela Haseltine Pozzi
of Bandon. “The teachers were fantastic and worked hard to introduce their students to the problems of ocean pollution and the
North Pacific garbage patch before the residency started,” Pozzi said. “I was impressed with the enthusiasm of the students,
their good ideas, and their dedication to make a difference.”

The artist-in-residency project was sponsored by Oregon Coast Council for the Arts in partnership with Lincoln County School
District and local businesses. During the week, students viewed the “Washed Ashore” exhibit at the Visual Arts Center; cleaned

up and collected plastic waste from local beaches; toured a local recy-
cling center; created masks
and jellyfish from the marine
debris; wrote stories about
their creations; and built a
large display of mosaic
masks and jellyfish.

Pozzi explains that pelicans
eat lids and lighters and die
of starvation. Fish eat plastic
pieces and get poisoned.
Sea turtles devour plastic
bags thinking they are jelly-
fish. Seals are choked by
plastic rings. Beaches are
being littered by garbage,
and the North Pacific
Garbage Patch, twice the
size of Texas, floats off shore. 

2

ruth mcdonald
Community

Resource Liaison

sue graves
Safety Coordinator
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3

Photo 1: Newport Intermediate sixth-graders lionela
 Flores, front, and ari amaya add rope to the cap of the
 jellyfish sculpture.

Photo 2: Teacher Jo train watches as grace Burns and
taylor Bjelke, right, work on their mask creations.

Photo 3: Artist Angela Haseltine, kneeling, explains how
plastics accumulate in the ocean gyres to teacher Jana
 Osterlund, right, and her students. u
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among builders and subcontractors, helping to drive down

prices. The sluggish economy has also resulted in signifi-

cantly lower interest rates.

• Lincoln County School District will reinvest in the

local community.

The school board is committed to using Lincoln County

subcontractors, companies and workers on this project as

much as contracting laws allow, if the bond proposal is ap-

proved.  

The school board also plans to appoint a volunteer over-

sight committee consisting of local residents to help refine

the list of projects and oversee its progress, should the

bond measure be approved.

pROpOSED BOnD mEASuRE wOuLD funD:

• Removal of portable Classrooms: Currently, 39

portable classroom buildings are located at seven LCSD

school campuses. Portable classrooms are meant to be tem-

porary. However, most of these portables have been in

place for decades and are between 30 and 45 years old –

well past their useful life. Also, students and teachers in

portable classrooms are exposed to weather and are iso-

lated from the main school building, which can pose a

safety risk, district officials say.

• new Classroom Construction: If portable classrooms

are removed, the school district would provide classrooms

within the school building in place of these structures.

LCSD proposes constructing new classrooms at Oceanlake

Elementary, Taft Elementary, Toledo Elementary, Toledo

Junior/Senior High, Sam Case Primary, Newport Prepara-

tory Academy and Newport High.

In addition to replacing portable classrooms, another

reason to build new classrooms is to provide space for a

ratio of 18-22 students per teacher in grades K-3. While

bond money can’t pay for teachers’ salaries, it can pay for

additional classrooms. In the earlier grades, when younger

students are developing learning

skills to last a lifetime, it’s most im-

portant that student-teacher ratios be

at a reasonable level, Rinearson said.

• Relocating High School: Wald-

port High School is more than 50

years old and uses six portable

classrooms. The building most

likely would not  survive an earth-

quake or flood, officials have said.

The proposed bond would pay

for the construction of a 54,000-

square-foot high school on prop-

erty the school district already

owns next to the existing

Crestview Heights School. A

football field would be con-

structed at the new high school

site as well, as it doesn’t make

sense to move the high school

for safety reasons and leave the

sporting field behind, district

officials have said.

• Bringing LCSD facilities into ADA compliance: The

Americans with Disabilities Act seeks to remove physical

barriers to public spaces. While older buildings are “grand-

fathered in,” any time there is major remodeling or new

construction, the school district must provide ADA-

 approved access to the physically disabled. Any new

 construction and major remodeling in the school district

will include ADA-approved access. Of particular note is

Toledo Junior/Senior High School. Built on a sloping site,

the school has multiple levels. An elevator would improve

ADA-accessibility. Also of concern is the band room at

Newport High; a new band room would be ADA-accessi-

ble whereas the current one is not. 

• Remodeling, Technology, Sports and Energy Im-

provements: Several smaller additions; remodeling of 

 instructional space; projects to improve heating, air

 exchange, etc.; technology improvements; site improve-

ments, and/or sports improvements would be proposed at

all schools in the district.

This is an evolving project, with input welcome from the

community. Information about specific projects at the

 district’s schools will be available at the LCSD District

 Office, at area schools, and online at the district website

(www.lincoln.k12.or.us) as details become known. u

School Board Places Bond Measure on Ballot
continued from Page 1

Amount collected to

pay the 1995 General

Obligation Bond for

school construction

and improvements.

This varies depending

on county’s assessed

valuation and property

tax collections. 

Fixed amount

collected for

general operations.

It cannot be used

for capital

improvements.

• OCeANLAKe eLeMeNtARy built 1951

Grades K-6 Approx. 400 students

23,400-square-foot addition to south

end of building would include five class-

rooms, music room, learning center,

main entrance, school office, restrooms,

conference room, staff room, and gym.

Two existing classrooms would be re-

modeled into computer room and media

center.

five portable buildings would be re-

moved. Seven classrooms would be re-

paired or remodeled.

• tAFt eLeMeNtARy built 1951

Grades K-6 Approx. 410 students

10,400-square-foot addition to west

end of building would include six class-

rooms and restrooms.

four portable buildings would be re-

moved.

• tAFt hIgh built 1997

Grades 7-12 Approx. 730 students

Roof would be replaced. Repairs

would be made to air-handling and

plumbing systems.

NORth AReA Probable Cost:
approx. $13.6 million

• tOLeDO eLeMeNtARy built 1987

Grades K-6 Approx. 370 students

23,400-square-foot addition to north

side of building would include 10 class-

rooms, new school office, and cafeteria.

eleven portable buildings would be re-

moved. existing school offices would be

remodeled into classrooms. Kitchen

would be expanded.

• tOLeDO JR/SR hIgh built 1955

Grades 7-12 Approx. 350 students

18,400-square-foot addition would in-

clude construction of four classrooms, el-

evator addition, and weight room.

Gym, kitchen, locker rooms, art room,

and staff room would be remodeled. ADA

ramps would be provided to gym, shop

and football field. Parking lot would be

lowered to main level.

Seven portable buildings would be re-

moved.

eASt AReA Probable Cost:
approx. $16.6 million

• CReStvIeW heIghtS built 1997

Grades K-8 Approx. 390 students

media center would be enlarged into

adjoining classroom to serve proposed

high school and existing school. four

small kindergarten classrooms would be

remodeled for use by proposed high

school.

• WALDPORt hIgh built 1958

Grades 9-12 Approx. 235 students

A 54,000-square-foot high school

would be constructed on district-owned

property directly adjacent to the existing

Crestview heights School. The two build-

ings would be physically separated and

have own entries, but would share media

center and kitchen.

SOuth AReA Probable Cost:
approx. $19.4 million

• SAM CASe PRIMARy built 1958

Grades K-3 Approx. 500 students

10,200-square-foot addition would in-

clude gymnasium, restrooms and stor-

age at west end of building, and two

classrooms at east end of building.

• NeWPORt INteRMeDIAte/
ISAAC NeWtON built 1997

NIS: Grades 4-6 Approx. 335 students 
INmS: Grades 6-8 Approx. 130 students

4,900-square-foot covered play struc-

ture would be constructed on west side

of existing gymnasium.

• NeWPORt PReP ACADeMy built 1950

(west campus of Newport high School)

Grades 7-8 Approx. 180 students

3,500-square-foot addition of two

classrooms and restrooms would be built

on west side of building. Two portable

buildings would be removed.

• NeWPORt hIgh SChOOL built 1950

Grades 9-12 Approx. 590 students

9,700-square-foot addition would in-

clude four classrooms and a band/choir

room. existing shop, two science rooms

and restrooms would be remodeled.

four portable buildings would be re-

moved.

WeSt AReA Probable Cost:
approx. $10.3 million

SAMPLE

LINCOLN COUNTY

PROPERTY TAX

STATEMENT

DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR PROPOSED PROJECTS
this is not a complete list of proposed projects, but reflects the major projects. If bond measure is approved, a citizen oversight committee would fine-tune this list.

Probable Costs are estimates Based on Pre-Bond Planning and Would Change Depending upon Final Approved Projects



The three kindergarten classes at Taft Elementary

School in Lincoln City are entering the computer age,

thanks to a grant from TLC Federal Credit Union.

School Principal Dave malcolm said nearly half of the

$6,000 grant will be used to purchase two Promethean

ActivBoards for use by the school’s three half-day

kindergarten classes.

“They’re the only classes left in the school that don’t

have ActivBoards,” Malcolm said. “Getting them will

finish our goal of having one in every classroom.”

ActivBoards are interactive computerized teaching tools

that can project anything from a computer, including

Internet content, onto a large, white classroom screen.

They are expected to cost a total of about $2,800.

Another portion of the grant funds will be used to

purchase a portable and programmable picture-based

communications device that allows students with special

needs to press a button and communicate with others by

voice. The remainder of the grant will be used for much

needed school supplies.

Officials of TLC – which operates credit union branches

in Tillamook, Lincoln and Clatsop counties – visited the

school in early December to present Taft teachers and

administrators with a check for $6,000.

“We at TLC are very glad we were given the

opportunity to help the staff and students of Taft

Elementary,” said credit union CEO Mike Pierce. “We

strive to make a positive difference in each of the counties

we serve, and hope that this donation will benefit the

community for years to come.” 

Malcolm noted, “Everybody wins when the students at

school have a need, and a community business, such as

TLC, is willing and able to help.”

The Taft teachers expressed appreciation for the gift.

“I’m pretty excited to be getting an ActivBoard in my

classroom,” said nima Boyer, who teaches one of the

three kindergarten classes.

Boyer said she expects to use the computer tool

primarily to help the kids with reading and writing. She

said she has never taught using an ActivBoard and will

have some learning of her own to do.

“My son is in the fourth grade and has been using them

in his classes,” Boyer said. “I’m expecting to get some

help from him.” In addition, kindergarten teacher molly

Brooks said the school has regular user group meetings

where she will learn how to use the ActivBoard to teach

her two classes.

“My kids will definitely write thank-yous for this once

we get the system in class,” she said. u

‘old Fashioned’ teaching. Taft Elementary School
kindergarten teacher molly Brooks, in photo at left, conducts a
reading exercise using cards on the classroom wall. Once an
ActivBoard is installed in her classroom, paid for by a grant from
TLC Federal Credit Union, reading drills will be computerized.
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Important Dates
n PReSIDeNtS’ DAy hOLIDAy

No School, No Staff Monday, Feb. 21

n SPRINg BReAK
No School, No Staff Monday, March 21

through Tuesday, March 29

n CONtRACt ReDuCtION DAyS
No School, No Staff Mondays in May:

May 2, 9, 16, 23

(Waldport Schools will be in session on May 2)

n MeMORIAL DAy hOLIDAy
No School, No Staff Monday, May 30

n LASt DAy OF SChOOL
Half Day Taft high: Thursday, June 9

All Other Schools: friday, June 10

lincoln County School District has six calendars

for its different areas and schools. Calendars

with the approval date of Dec. 6, 2010, reflect

the 12-day contract reduction for the 2010-2011

school year and one “snow day” that will be

made up on April 25. Please contact individual

schools for their area/school calendar or go

online to the LCSD website at:

www.lincoln.k12.or.us

Your
School Board

waldPort students attend dedication oF ‘Paddlers Paradise’

It’s appropriate that Waldport High School’s Kayak Shack was represented during the dedication ceremony of Oregon’s newest state
park, Beaver Creek State Natural Area, which is being touted as a “paddler’s paradise.” This past fall, then Gov. Ted Kulongoski invited
two Kayak Shack students to accompany him at the dedication of the 375-acre state park located north of Seal Rock. The park offers pad-

dling, bird watching, walks in the marsh-
land, and hiking in upland meadows. 

Students willis mullen, center, and
robert ewart, right, spent the day with
the governor, left, and shared thoughts
about business and education. Kulongoski
thanked WHS Principal von taylor per-
sonally for having been able to spend the
day with these two fine students and was
impressed with their knowledge of busi-
ness, goals and future plans.

The Kayak Shack rents sit-on-top kayaks
for offers outdoor water adventures on the
Lint Slough, Alsea Bay and surrounding
areas. It is operated by the WHS Athletic
Department to help fund sports and activi-
ties at the school. 

For more information, call 541-563-4445 or
go online to whskayakshack.com. u
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$6,000 Gift from TLC CU
Updates Taft Classrooms
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