
S
tudents and staff returning to many Lincoln

County schools in September will notice the buzz

of construction activity around their campuses.

There should be minimal disruption to everyone’s regular

routine – except for those at Toledo Elementary School.

This summer, 11 portable classrooms at Toledo Ele-

mentary were demolished or removed to make room for

construction of permanent classrooms. This effectively

cut the size of the school in half. So, for the 2011-2012

school year, Toledo Elementary will be housed at two

separate locations.

“This is going to be a very exciting year,” says 

Principal Bob Shindelman, contemplating

his school divided between two campuses

with two miles separating them.

“Not only are we going to continue with

our great teaching at Toledo Elementary

this year, we can look forward to being all

back together again in a brand new build-

ing in 2012,” he said. “It’s very exciting.”

The two school locations are being

 referred to as Toledo Elementary – Sturdevant Campus

and Toledo Elementary – Arcadia Campus.

SturDevAnt cAMpuS: The school located on

Sturdevant Road will house approximately 220 students

in kindergarten through third

grade. Planned construction 

includes adding 10 classrooms

and a cafeteria, and  relocating

the school office. The current

office will be  remodeled into

two  additional classrooms.

When kids arrive for the first

day of school on Sept. 6, they

will see a big difference: in

place of the portable buildings,

there will be a concrete foot-

print of the new

classroom wing

ready to be framed

in, with a construc-

tion fence around

the entire perimeter.

The goal is to have

the building dried-

in by mid-Novem-

ber, and ready for  occupancy in September 2012.

Meanwhile, all school traffic – parents dropping off

and picking up their kids, staff, visitors, and school

buses – should remain on the asphalt driveway to the
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west. Construction traffic and those going to the ball

fields will take the graveled driveway to the east.

Another big change: the school media center has

been remodeled to allow the school’s two third-grade

classes to be housed together, with Lynn Bishop and

Sue Miller team teaching. The primary grades’ library

has been moved to one section of the original media

center and the computer lab. Books and other media

 appropriate for the older students have been relocated to

the Arcadia campus.

Principal Shindelman will be travelling between the

two buildings, and school secretary Kristy Kosydar

will remain at Sturdevant. They will work in conjunc-

tion with two support staff members who will be

 located at Arcadia, Dana Brown and Joanne Johnson. 

All student registration for the new school year will

take place at the Sturdevant campus.

ArcADiA cAMpuS: Approximately 155 students

in fourth through sixth grade will be at the Arcadia

 Campus. This building had served the school district for

many years as a school until its closure seven years ago;

since then, it has housed a private Christian school in

the west pod, a private day care in the east pod, and the

school district’s homeless outreach program, known as

HELP, in the main pod.

Letter from Your Superintendent
dear lincoln County School district

residents:

We are fast approaching the start of

another school year. With the approval of

the facilities bond measure, there will be

much more than the usual amount of

building changes and repairs this year. It

is truly exciting to witness and be a part of these changes that

will improve our school buildings for years to come.

Though we are fortunate and grateful to our voters for their

approval of the general obligation bonds, we are operating

with less state funding than last year. This will mean changes

to the way we deliver services to students at all schools. My

hope is that everyone remains focused on our students’

learning and we continue to see great strides in student

achievement!

We are pleased to welcome 11 new teachers to our district

this year. For the most part, these teachers are replacing folks

who have retired. We will continue to see large numbers of

retirements in our teaching ranks over the next year. We

honor those who have served our students over the past

years, and welcome the new staff members to our district.

Through all these changes, our administrators, teachers and

support staff will remain focused on providing the best

education possible for our students.

I welcome your input. Please feel free to contact me by email

(tom.rinearson@lincoln.k12.or.us) or phone (541-265-4403).

You can also visit us on the web at www.lincoln.k12.or.us.

Thanks for being a part of our district and community. 

Sincerely,

tom rinearson,

Superintendent

from portable to permanent at toledo elementary
Construction superintendent Kevin lindsted, left, and Gregg Wiley are with T. Gerding Construction
Co., which is erecting the new classroom wing at Toledo Elementary School. The fenced-in construction
zone behind them had contained 11 portable classroom buildings. By the time students return to
school, the concrete foundation will be poured and framing ready to begin on the permanent
classrooms. By the way, these two men have a somewhat personal stake in the project: they both live
locally and have children who attend Toledo and Newport schools.
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new assistant, associate
principals Join taft High 
The administrative lineup at lCSD
schools will remain unchanged for the
coming year, with the exception of Taft
7-12 high School in lincoln City.

The leadership team at Taft high will
consist of Principal Scott Reed, who is
beginning his fifth year at the school. he
will be joined by Assistant Principal
tiana tucker and Associate Principal
Ryan Hawkins.

Tucker has been with the district for five
years, teaching english at Newport high
School for four years and serving as
associate principal this past year at
Newport Intermediate.

“I am really looking forward to working
with Taft's talented staff and students,”
she said. “Taft is an exciting school to
work at because it has made steady
improvements over the past few years,
and I am committed to helping those
positive changes continue.”

hawkins is a newcomer to our school
district, coming from McMinnville. he
has seven years of elementary and
middle school teaching experience and
two years of administrative experience
as dean of students at two schools with
a combined enrollment of 1,000
students. he also has training in
behavior management and conflict
resolution, and served
as middle school
assistant wrestling
coach and head
football coach.

“I am extremely
excited to have the
opportunity to come to
Taft,” hawkins said.
“I have a personal
commitment to making connections with
the teachers and the students. There
will be exciting things happening at Taft
this next year. I guarantee it!”

In May, Taft high’s dean of
students and athletic director,
Paul tucker, was transferred
from that position to serve as
assistant principal at Toledo
Junior/ Senior high under the
newly appointed principal,
Clint Raever. he and Raever
will continue in those roles
this coming year.

Paul Tucker had previously
worked at Toledo high as an
administrative intern for 10
weeks in 2010. In addition,
he has eight years of service
to the school district,
teaching at waldport Middle

School, Crestview heights School, and
Isaac Newton Magnet School. 

“I am excited to return to Toledo Junior/
Senior high, and to join a staff that is
committed to the students, school, and
community of Toledo,” he said. “It's
great to be a Boomer!”

Students, Volunteers Sought
for ‘lead & Seed’ training
eighteen Newport area middle school
and high school students, along with six
adult volunteers, will receive training in
drug abuse prevention, youth
empowerment, and civic engagement.

The two-day “lead and Seed” workshop
will take place thursday and Friday,

Oct. 6-7. It is sponsored by the
Partnership Against Alcohol and Drug
Abuse and is funded through a federal
Drug free Communities grant.

The trainer, Stephanie Soares Pump, is
a prominent advocate and member of
the Governor’s Council on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Programs. Student and
adult trainees will learn strategies to
build human, technical and financial
capacities, develop leadership skills,
and learn how to use broadcast and
electronic media effectively.

following the training, the participants
will apply their newly acquired skills to
developing and implementing a local,
Newport -centered action plan to
address prevention needs.

Students and adults wishing to join this
effort and participate in the lead and
Seed training should contact Don
McDonald, PAADA coalition coordinator,
before the Sept. 16 deadline. he can be
reached at 541-574-7890 or by email at

paadafc@gmail.com. u
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NEWS OF INTEREST
from around the district

TAK ING
NOTE

o regon Coast Aquatic and Marine Science Partnership (OCAMP) is heading into its third and final year. Through the partnership, scientists and

science educators interact with Lincoln County teachers, giving them the knowledge and tools they need to motivate their students in the areas

of science, technology engineering and math. 

The 32 participating teachers closed out the 2010-11 year with a one-week summer workshop at the Oregon Hatchery Research Center and Hatfield

Marine Science Center. They were trained in the Project WILD Aquatic curriculum, wave energy, remotely operated vehicles, and Vernier Probeware for

conducting water quality testing and other scientific testing. The teachers finished the week with a “make and take” project, assembling supplies such

as quadrants, small aquariums, secchi discs, sieves, and more. They will bring the kits into the classroom for students to conduct hands-on water

quality inquiries during the school year.

The first year of OCAMP focused on “Water – Rivers to

Sea.” The theme for Year 2 was “Marine Resources and

Human Impacts.” Year 3 of OCAMP will focus on “The

Ocean and Climate Change.” Teachers will learn from the

top climate change scientists in the region about how to

teach the concepts and underlying scientific principles of

climate change that is appropriate for each grade level.

Over the past two years, Lincoln County teachers have had the opportunity to work with more than 50 to p

scientists and informal science educators. The grant partners are awaiting funding decisions on other grant

opportunities that they hope will continue the important work of developing “ocean literate” students.

oCean literaCy SympoSium: understanding the ocean’s influence on you and your influence on

the ocean. . . Oregon Coast Aquarium, Oregon Sea Grant/Hatfield Marine Science Center and Lincoln

County School District are hosting a required Ocean Literacy Symposium for the school district’s 250-plus

licensed staff and administrators on August 30. They will learn how Ocean Literacy content can align to all

subject areas; they will receive resources and sample instructional activities and strategies for embedding

Ocean Literacy into the classroom across all subjects; and they will be informed about current partnerships

and projects that support the school district’s Ocean Literacy initiative. u

ryan HaWKinS
New to LCSD

LCSD Teachers Begin Third Year of OCAMP Collaboration

2

Taft Elementary teachers Kara allan (left) and

beth parsons assemble their Remotely Operated

Vehicle (ROV) for underwater scientific study. 

Putting their ROV’s to the test are Taft Elementary teacher Kara Allan (left), Crestview

Heights teacher terri Hanshumaker (center), and Isaac Newton Magnet School teacher

Kama almasi. 

Student WriterS read aloud

At the end of the school year in June, Sam Case Primary
teacher debbie Gwynn hosted a Student Writing

Celebration at the Embarcadero for her second-grade
class. Each child’s writing, from the beginning of the year

to the end, had been compiled into individual books, which
were colorfully illustrated by the young authors.

The banquet room filled with the sounds of children
intently reading their own work aloud. Parents, friends,

and other guests took turns listening with each child until
the last page was turned. In photo, Oceanlake Elementary

teacher deb Gaffney encourages student Coral
lehrman as she reads her book entitled, “My Weekend.”

“It’s amazing to see the growth in their writing from the
beginning of the year,” Gwynn said. The celebration was

capped off with cookies and a fun sing-along video
highlighting the kids’ activities through the year. u
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KEEPING OUR KIDS

FOR GRADUATION!
what Parents & Students Need to Know About

COMMON CORe STATe STANDARDS
& CUT SCOReS

COMMON CORe

StAte StANDARDS

The quality of education our

children receive varies greatly

from one public school district

to another, and from one state to

another. To address this dispar-

ity, an effort was launched in

2009 to develop a national set

of learning expectations for

English/language arts and math-

ematics.

The standards determine what

knowledge and skills students

should master, and at what

grade level. Generally, the new

national standards are tougher

than standards already used in

most states, including Oregon.

Known as common core

State Standards (ccSS), the

new expectations will...

n Provide a consistent under-

standing of what students are

expected to learn at each grade

level from kindergarten

through 12th grade. This

will help teachers and

parents know what they

need to do to help their

 students succeed.

n Be relevant to the real

world, reflecting the knowledge

and skills that young people

need for success in college, ca-

reers and our growing global

economy.

n Ensure that all students, no

matter where they live in the

U.S. or in Oregon, will be fo-

cused on graduating from high

school  prepared for their future.

n Ease the transition for students

who transfer to a new school

district, because they won’t

have to adjust to different learn-

ing expectations at the new

school. This also will help

teachers because they will know

that new students entering their

classroom should have the same

educational foundation as their

other students.

n Hold schools accountable for

the education they provide to

our children.

n Allow states and school

 districts to share experiences,

methods of assessment, teach-

ing practices and more,

since they will be

operating from

the same 

set of

standards. 

 Oregon is

one of 44

states to date

that have

adopted the Common  Core

State Standards, replacing the

state’s current standards. Stu-

dent assessment of the new

standards will begin in the

2014-2015 school year. 

How LcSD is implementing

the new Standards

Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Sara Johnson says Lincoln

County School District is lead-

ing the way among Oregon

school districts in making the

transition to CCSS.

“For the past few years

we have been focused

on aligning our 

curriculum to

Oregon state 

standards,”

Johnson

said. 

“In other

words, we already have

been striving to teach what

our students need in order to be

critical, high-level thinkers who

are successful in school

and in life,” she said. 

Earlier this summer, a

group of 75 teachers from

throughout the district

and representing all grade

levels worked together to

compare the Common

Core standards to Oregon

standards. They identified

any gaps between na-

tional and state standards, and

recommended changes to the

curriculum.

“This process was an excel-

lent collaborative project among

our teachers. They were able to

establish a data base for all

teachers to access to help with

planning instruction,” Johnson

explained. “I am confident that

our curriculum is better aligned

now than it has ever been.”u

Cut SCOReS

Parents may hear their child’s teacher or principal refer

to the new, tougher state assessment “cut scores.” Students

who score at or above a certain level – the cut score – are con-

sidered to have met or exceeded Oregon’s academic achieve-

ment targets.

To prepare our students

for the increased rigors of the Common

Core State Standards, Oregon has adopted new cut

scores that are significantly higher. The new cut scores for math

were introduced during this past school year; the new cut scores for

reading will be in place for this coming school year.

In addition, the state is requiring a greater percentage of students to

meet or exceed cut scores. In other words, a greater number of stu-

dents must perform at an increasingly higher level during the next

few years. The ultimate goal is to have 100 percent of students, in

all subgroups, meet or exceed these much higher standards by the

2014- 2015 school year.

Oregon requires students to take statewide assessments in

math and reading in grades 3 through 8; writing in grades 4

and 7; and science in grades 5 and 8. Students also must

complete assessments in high school. The tests are called

the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS).

Beginning with the graduating class of 2012, Oregon will

use OAKS scores as one way, among several options, to

determine whether students earn a diploma. In addition,

schools use OAKS results to see which teaching methods

are working and to identify students needing help. finally, state and

federal officials use OAKS to see how well schools are performing.

WHy DO Cut SCOReS MAtteR?

“Simply stated, the bar has been raised, making it more challenging.

even though our students are improving, we are not as high as we

desire to be – with higher percentages of students meeting and ex-

ceeding targets,” says Assistant Superintendent Dr. Sara Johnson.

Johnson explains that the OAKS assessments at the different grade

levels ensure that students are on target to meet graduation re-

quirements. with the new cut scores, the trajectory has changed

significantly, which means students will miss the target of earning a

diploma if they are unable to meet the new, tougher standards.

“It will be much more difficult for children to catch up in the higher

grades if they aren’t on target at the lower grades,” Johnson says.

“That’s why it’s extremely important that students meet the new

scores, even in third grade.”

Because of the changes in evaluating students’ math skills, many

students will have lower scores and lincoln County School District

will show an overall decline in math performance in state and fed-

eral reports. This is anticipated over the next year or two, until stu-

dents’ skills make the big jump to the higher standards.

“This doesn’t mean our students will know less than they did the

year before or that they aren’t doing well in school. It’s just that the

bar has been raised,” Johnson says. “Our teachers are aware of the

cut scores and how it impacts their students. They are committed to

helping every student to learn and achieve, and to meet or exceed

the new standards.” u

Parents with questions about Common Core State Standards and Cut Scores

are encouraged to talk directly with their child’s teacher or school principal

to find out how to keep their children on target to earn an Oregon diploma.

ON TARGET
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dr. Sara
JoHnSon

Our 2011 Graduates: What Is In Their Future?
                                            HIgH SCHOOL       Newport         taft          toledo        Waldport

                                   No. of gRADuAteS:  . . . . .130  . . . . . . .95  . . . . . . .63  . . . . . . . .54

                                No. planning to attend

        4-yeAR COLLege OR uNIveRSIty: . . . . . .47  . . . . . . .22  . . . . . . .16  . . . . . . . .14

                                No. planning to attend

                            COMMuNIty COLLege: . . . . . .46  . . . . . . .47  . . . . . . .24  . . . . . . . .20

 No. planning to attend tRADe SCHOOL:  . . . . . .5  . . . . . . . .4  . . . . . . . .0  . . . . . . . . .0

                  No. planning to join MILItARy:  . . . . . .9  . . . . . . . .10 . . . . . . . .2  . . . . . . . . .3

       No. planning to enter WORk FORCe: . . . . . .23  . . . . . . .12  . . . . . . .21  . . . . . . . .17

    Amount Awarded in SCHOLARSHIPS*:  . . .$460,610 . .$552,500 . .$118,625  . . .$450,000

*Includes local, foundation, college and military scholarships
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For this coming school year, the private school has

agreed to relinquish a classroom they had been using as an

office. HELP will downsize from two classrooms to one

while maintaining its current full roster of services and

 activities; the kitchen and multipurpose room will be

 available for their use, as well.

“It will be snug for all of us at Arcadia, but the year 

will go by fast,” Shindelman says. “My staff has been

completely supportive. They know that the end result, our

brand new building, will make any inconvenience seem

very worthwhile.”

BeLL ScHeDuLe: One other difference for Toledo

Elementary will be the bell schedules of the two campuses.

Arcadia will begin and end the school day 15 minutes after

the Sturdevant campus, Shindelman said. This is to  

accommodate bus schedules.

Sturdevant will have morning bell at 8 a.m., homeroom

at 8:15 a.m., dismissal at 2:50 p.m., and bus pickup at

2:55 p.m. Arcadia will have morning bell at 8:15 a.m.,

homeroom at 8:30 a.m., dismissal at 3:05 p.m., and bus

pickup at 3:10 p.m.

The logistics of restoring the Arcadia building to a

bustling, fully-functioning school has been handled by the

school district’s facilities and maintenance staff. They

have ensured that the kitchen, classrooms, phone and fax

lines, computer lines, technology, intercom system, bells,

clocks, alarms, etc., are all operable and ready for a new

school year. u

WALDPORt HIgH SCHOOL

Construct 55,000 square foot
high school adjacent to Crestview
heights School. (This will replace
the existing waldport high School
which is located in a tsunami inun-
dation zone.) Construct athletic
fields and grandstands. Remove 6
portable buildings.

goal: Athletic field complex
construction under way with many
variables impacting scheduled
completion. School construction to
begin in May 2012 with occupancy
in January 2014.

CReStvIeW HeIgHtS SCHOOL

Move playground and install
new play equipment. Remodel ap-
prox. 12,000 square feet for use
by new high school.

goal: Playground completed by
September 2011. Other in 2012.

tOLeDO JR./SR. HIgH 

Construct 4 classrooms, com-
mons, weight room, locker rooms,
elevator, and entryway. Remove 7
portable buildings. Remodel gym.
lower parking lot to entrance. Up-
grade athletic fields.

goal: football field completed
by September 2011. Gym, locker
rooms, elevator completed by
September 2012. Classrooms and
commons completed by January
2013

tOLeDO eLeMeNtARy 

Construct 10 classrooms, cafe-
teria, and school offices. Remove
11 portable buildings.

goal: Completed August 2012.
Construction Manager/gen-

eral Contractor: T. Gerding Con-
struction Co., Corvallis

NeWPORt HIgH SCHOOL

Construct 4 classrooms and
band room. Remove 5 portable
buildings. Upgrade athletic fields. 

goal: football field renovation
completed by late August 2011.
Shop classroom and band room
completed by November 2011.
Classroom additions completed by
January 2012.

NeWPORt PReP ACADeMy

Construct 3 classrooms. Re-
move 2 portable buildings.

goal: Courtyard/classroom re-

model completed by September
2011. Classroom addition com-
pleted by November 2012.

NeWPORt INteRMeDIAte /

ISAAC NeWtON 

Construct covered play struc-
ture. Upgrade heat and plumbing.

goal: Play shed completed by
November 2012. Other by Sep-
tember 2013.

Work to Begin: July 2012.

SAM CASe PRIMARy 

Construct 2 classrooms and gym.
Work to Begin: february 2012
goal: Completed by November

2012.

tAFt 7-12 HIgH 

Repair and/or upgrade roofing,
heating system, and athletic fields. 

goal: Completed by mid-June
2013.

tAFt eLeMeNtARy 

Construct 6 classrooms, 2 stu-
dent restrooms, 2 staff restrooms
and utility room. Remove 4
portable classrooms.

Work to Begin: April 2012.
goal: Completed January

2013.

OCeANLAke

eLeMeNtARy 

Construct 5 classrooms,
learning center, music room,
stage, gym, restrooms, and
school offices. Remove 5
portable buildings.

goal: Completed August 2012.
Construction Manager/ 

general Contractor: Quade
Commercial Construction Corp.,

lincoln City. u

n StuDeNt RegIStRAtION

Contact your child’s school for specific times,

dates & details Aug. 15-19

n NeW teACHeRS INSeRvICe

Aug. 23-25

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

7 PM  |  Tuesday, Aug. 23

Yaquina View Building, Newport

n FIRSt DAy OF SCHOOL

Tuesday, Sept. 6  

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

7 PM  |  Tuesday, Sept. 13 

Toledo elementary 

n *FRIDAy INteRveNtION BegINS    

friday, Sept. 30

Taft 7-12 high

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

7 PM  |  Tuesday, Oct. 11

Taft elementary, lincoln City

n StAteWIDe INSeRvICe DAy

No school, no staff friday, Oct. 14

n SCHOOL IMPROveMeNt DAy

No school friday, Oct. 21

n PAReNt/teACHeR CONFeReNCeS

No school            Thursday, Oct. 27

No school, no staff friday, Oct. 28

Teachers will work into the evening on Wednesday

and Thursday, so will have Friday off. Please con-

sult your child’s school for specifics about confer-

ence dates & times.

n SCHOOL BOARD MeetINg

7 PM  |  Tuesday, Nov. 8

waldport high School

n veteRANS DAy

No school, no staff friday, Nov. 11

I m p o r t a n t D at e s

*lincoln County School District has two calendars:

one for Taft 7-12 high School in  lincoln City and one

for all other district schools. Calendars for the entire

school year can be viewed online at:

www.lincoln.k12.or.us

from Sod to SyntHetiC at morroW field
A crew from the AstroTurf company, located in Dalton, Ga., begins laying the synthetic turf at the
Newport High School football field on Aug. 2. The labor intensive process involves rolling out large
sheets of synthetic material, stiching strips together, cutting out areas to insert numbers and lines,
and infilling with rubber pellets. The same company won the bid to install turf at Toledo Jr./Sr. High.
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for complete information

about our School Improvement

Projects, go online to the

BOND PROJeCTS page at:

www.lincoln.k12.or.us


